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Pataki OKs $100M 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 


In the wake of $66 million in public sub- 
sidies approved by the state legislature for 
Atlantic Yards developer Bruce Ratner, 
Gov. Pataki promised this week 
to make it a cool $100 mil- 
lion — even if he doesn’t 
know how. 

“We don’t exactly know 
where the funds will come 
from, but an appropriate fund- 
ing stream will be found,” said 
state budget spokesman John 
Sweeney. 

Pataki’s $34-million addi- 
tion — which will make good 
on the state’s promise to 
vide $100 million to the 
still-unapproved $3.5-bil- 
lion development — 
comes as both Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver 
(D-Manhattan) and Senate Majority Leader Joe 
Bruno (R-Brunswick) have lambasted the gover- 
nor for more than 200 budget cuts, including cuts 
in education and Medicaid spending. 

The difference with Atlantic Yards is that all 
three Albany leaders support it. 

“They are working together on this to commit 
the $100 million,” said Sweeney. 

The money will go towards widening streets and 
improving infrastructure in the Prospect Heights 
neighborhood where Ratner wants to build. 



In the Senate last week, only Sen. Velmanette 
Montgomery (D-Prospect Heights) — in whose 
district Ratner’s project would rise — voted 
against that body’s $33-million subsidy. 

Ratner’s triumph in Albany offered a chance 
for critics to charge that legislators are putting the 
carrot of public subsidies before the stick of 
public review of, and approval of, Atlantic 
Yards. 

“There seems a fair amount of dis- 
cussion . . . when it comes to the Yan- 
kees and the Mets stadiums, but no con- 
versation at all on the Ratner project — 
which is getting more money then either 
project,” said Daniel Goldstein, a 
spokesman for Develop Don’t Destoy 
Brooklyn. 

Ratner has championed Atlantic Yards 
as an economic engine that will create jobs 
and affordable housing. But he’s also 
backed by a prominent lobbying firm, 
Meyer, Suozzi, English and Klein. A sen- 
ior labor partner at the firm was appointed 
by Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao to serve 
on an advisory board on employee welfare and 
pension benefits. 

“For housing, for economic development and 
for job creation, this project will meet the impor- 
tant needs of Brooklyn residents and their fami- 
lies,” state Sen. Marty Golden (R-Bay Ridge) 
said in a statement. “For today’s generation and 
for the future, the construction of the Nets arena 
is something that will bring Brooklyn to new 
heights, to a dominance as a borough and as a 
county.” 



Mini-parade 


Wearing their Easter-best while strolling down Montague Street in Brooklyn Heights 
last Sunday are Shannon, 8, and Siobhan O'Hea, 2. 


WHOA 

NELLIE! 

B'Hurst kiddie park 
loses its moniker 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Nellie Bly Amusement Park, home of the Whirl 
Wind, the Hying Dumbos, and the childhood memo- 
ries of tens of thousands of Brooklynites, will get a 
facelift under its new management — and it will also 
lose its famous name. 

The family that until last year ran the Bensonhurst “fun 
center” owns the rights to the “Nellie Bly” name, so the 
park’s moniker will change — possibly to the less-colorful 
“Adventures Amusement Park.” 

The park’s new father-son team — Martin and Marc Garin 
— recently signed a 20-year lease with the Parks Department 
to take over the badly worn 4.5-acre amusement park on 
Shore Parkway. The Garins say they have begun more than 
$1 million of renovations. 

“We want to get it into the new millennium,” said Marc 
Garin, adding that he hopes to have all the work completed in 
time for a partial opening on Memorial Day. 

But on Monday, with just six weeks to go, the amusement 
park seemed more like the old Haunted Hotel than a function- 
ing carnival. 

With so much work to be done, it would help to have a guy 
like Paul Bunyan around — but Bunyan, a fixture in the old 
park’s Wild West Land, was out of commission, lying near- 
horizontally against a wooden fence. 

And the Funhouse is in pieces, too 

“We’re going to tear it down and replace it with something 
more modem,” said Marc Garin. 

Nearby, concessions manager Joseph Fowler quipped, 
‘T’m sure this was up to code — 30 years ago.” 

More work is to come. Once the Garins acquire the demoli- 
tion permits, the Haunted Hotel, the Ferris Wheel and the 
Bumper Cars will be replaced. And Cap’n Video, the old arcade, 
will be renovated into a combination arcade and food stand. 

“If they want Dr. Pepper, they’ll get Dr. Pepper [and] if 
they want Dr. Brown’s, they’ll get Dr. Brown’s,” said Marc 
See NELLIE on page 2 


QM2 here: 



A bag-piper plays for the Queen in Red Hook. 


So what's 


By Ariella Cohen and Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The Queen Mary 2 christened the new cruise 
ship terminal in Red Hook last week, drawing 
plenty of oohs and ahhs from onlookers, lots of 
platitude-filled speeches from politicians and 
one unanswered question from skeptics, 
“What’s in it for Brooklyn?” 

More than 2,000 luxury cmisers spewed forth from 
of the world’s largest passenger liner on Saturday into 
the Red Hook sun and then promptly got on buses to 
Manhattan or the airport. 

“This is a very nice terminal, but Brooklyn means 
nothing to me,” said Hoanes Koutouduian, a visitor 


in it for us? 


from Portugal. “I’ll be staying in Manhattan for the 
food, drinks, and the jazz.” 

Although the city spent $56 million to build the new 
cruise ship terminal at Red Hook’s Her 12, very little 
has been spent on keeping passengers like 
Koutouduian in Brooklyn. 

Cunard, which operates the 23-story boat, did little 
to encourage the Queen’s passengers to remain in 
Kings. The company’s Web site, for example, refers to 
its new port of call as “New York, New York.” 

“See the bright tights of the Big Apple,” it reads. 
“Some come just for the shopping: there’s Blooming- 
dale’s on lex, Tiffany’s on Fifth, Barneys and the unique 
boutiques along Madison. Or head downtown and ex- 
See QUEEN on page 3 



Meow! 

City cats have been doing it like 
rabbits on Spring Break, so Brook- 
lyn's kitten population is soaring. To 
save these button-nosed darlings, 
the city's Center for Animal Care 
and Control has lowered adoption 
prices to $30 per kitten ($45 for 
two). The fee includes spaying, 
neutering, vaccinations and one 
free vet visit. The CACC Brooklyn 
center (2336 Linden Blvd. in East 
New York) is open every day from 
12 to 7 pm. For information, visit 
www.nycacc.org or call (212) 788- 
4000. — Dana Rubinstein 



Sugar substitute ... and spice 


Snubbed Sweet'N Low heir reveals all in new memoir 


'SWEET' MEMORIES: The cover of Rich Cohen's book "Sweet and 
Low" features caricatures of his dysfunctional family. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The story of the invention of Sweet’N Low is a 
great tale of post- World War II America. It is a his- 
tory of the national diet. It is a cautionary tale of 
political corruption. 

But mostly, it is an amazing Brooklyn story. 

Sweet’N Low is still made today where it was invented 
in 1957 — in a low-slung, gray factory across from the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. From the outside, it looks no differ- 
ent than all the buildings where, decades ago, this bor- 
ough hammered out its reputation: “Brooklyn makes, the 
world takes.” 

Those walls can’t talk, but, fortunately for us, writer 
Rich Cohen can — and does. 

Even more fortunately for us, Cohen is not only a gift- 
ed journalist — his prior books include ‘Tough Jews: Fa- 
thers, Sons and Gangster Dreams” and “The Avengers: A 
Jewish War Story” — but he is also the son of Ellen Co- 
hen, the daughter of Sweet’N Low’s inventor, Ben Eisen- 
stadt. 

Her mom, Betty, later wrote a will that disinherited 
Ellen “and her issue.” (By “issue,” grandma meant Cohen 
and his two siblings.) 

“All they have left me is this story,” Cohen writes in 
the introduction to “Sweet and Low” (Farrar, Straus and 
Giroux), his memoir of how the world’s most-famous ar- 
tificial sweetener saved plenty of teeth, but rotted his fam- 
ily to the core. 

“To be disinherited is to be set free!” 

Cohen certainly lives up to that promise. His book cov- 
ers the growth of this famous Brooklyn product, recount- 
ing how an orphaned Eisenstadt raised himself and put 


himself through law school, only to graduate on the eve 
of the Great Depression; how Eisenstadt eventually 
opened a cafeteria that served hungry sailors at the Navy 
Yard; how Eisenstadt, disgusted by open bowls of sugar at 
most diners, invented the sugar packet; how Eisenstadt got 
screwed out of the millions that such an innovation should 
have brought him; how Eisenstadt turned saccharin, then a 
thug for diabetics, into the world’s first mass-produced fake 
sweetener; and how his factory later became infiltrated by 
the mob and linked to alleged campaign finance abuses of 
former Sen. A1 D’ Amato. 

But Cohen also dives into gory details of the 
wacky Eisenstadt-Cohen family that only a 
member of it could know. For instance, one of 
Eisenstadt’s daughters, Gladys, didn’t leave 
her house in Hatbush for 30 years — living in 
an icebox of a room and ruling the empire with 
nothing more than a phone, a fax machine and 
conspiracy theories. Another of Eisenstadt’s 
offspring, Ira, lives on the Upper West Side 
with a few dozen cats. And the lawyer who 
fixed Betty’s will did not know she was not 
“of sound mind” when she disinherited “Ellen 
and her issue.” 

“I knew all the stuff that had been reported 
before, but the family stuff was even weirder 
and even more painful,” Cohen told The 
Brooklyn Papers this week, days after the pub- 
lication of his book. “Why was my mom dis- 
inherited? It’s insane.” 

How insane is this family? When Cohen in- 
terviewed his uncle Marvin for the book, Mar- 
vin told him that he could also interview his 


crazy aunt Gladys — but on one condition: that Cohen 
not tell Gladys that he spoke to Marvin. Cohen agreed, 
but then Marvin called Gladys and told her that he had 
spoken to Cohen. So when Cohen showed up to inter- 
view Gladys, she was enraged at him for concealing 
that he had spoken to Marvin — the very man who 
asked him not to mention their conversation! 

“The classic no-win situation,” Cohen said. “But 
what are you going to do? It’s family.” 

See SWEET on page 11 


IN EXILE: Rich Cohen, author of "Sweet and Low," 
hattan last week. 
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Health, Mind & Body 


Mary Mae 
celebrates 


DENTISTS 


V Quality Dentistry | 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


Jeff C. 

Strachan, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 
Jeff.strachan@verizon.net 
website: strachandds.com 
Hours: Mon, Toes, Wed ond Fri: 8om to 6pm 
q e CoreCredit financing ovoil. 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics - Treatment of Gum Diseose - 
Surgical and Non-Sorgical Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
for faster more thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Radation 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porceloin Laminates, 
White Fillings, Blenching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dentol Practice 


Alt phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, dd.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unioare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgioal Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

rnana 


Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) Most 

(718) 622-8020 


Benefits of chocolate? 


New York Methodist Hospital 

Chocolate can be used for a Valentine’s Day gift, a 
warm drink on a cold night, a Halloween bag staffer and 
of course a hungry tammy. But, can indulging in choco- 
late also be used to lower your blood pressure? Health- 
care professionals at Park Slope’s New York Methodist 
Hospital unwrap the truth behind 
chocolate’s health benefits. 

The Wall Street Journal recently pub- 
lished an article looking at the advantages 
of eating chocolate to better one’s health. 

The article focused on a new study, per- 
formed in the Netherlands, that examined 
470 healthy, older men who ate products 
such as cocoa drinks, chocolate pudding 
and chocolate bars. 

According to the Journal, the study “indi- 
cated those who ate the equivalent of one- 
third of a chocolate bar every day had lower 
blood pressure and a reduced risk of death.” 

Although the research supported the 
findings of previous, smaller studies on 
chocolate and health, the researchers ac- 
knowledged that it is too soon to conclude 
that it was the chocolate alone that led to 
the men’s better health. 

With the jury still out, the question re- 
mains, should you stop by your local bodega and pick up a bar of 
chocolate to improve your health? 

Healthcare professionals at New York Methodist Hospital ad- 
vise against it. 

“While cocoa beans do contain flavanol, an antioxidant be- 
lieved to improve blood vessels, the majority of chocolate found 
in local stores has been processed, taking out the beneficial com- 
ponents,” said Terrence Sacchi, MD, chief of cardiology at 


DERMATOLOGY 



NYM, who has received numerous calls on the subject. “Unfor- 
tunately, unprocessed chocolate is very hard to find and the 
chocolate that is available is high in fat, sugar and calories.” 
Although Sacchi believes there is a modicum of truth to the 
chocolate hype, he suggests a diet low in fat and salt as a better 
alternative for lowering blood pressure. 

“Put simply, if you eat a lot of chocolate, you will gain weight 
and ultimately that is what will cause an 
increase in blood pressure and a higher 
risk of heart disease,” he said. 

Manoj Chhabra, MD, chief of pediatric 
cardiology at NYM agrees. 

“High blood pressure in children and 
adults is most often a result of being over- 
weight due to physical inactivity,” he said. 
“I recommend a balanced lifestyle of diet 
and exercise over eating chocolate.” 
Although Chhabra is hesitant to prescribe 
a chocolate bar for its health benefits, he 
- . does recommend it for the enjoyment. 

“Because eating chocolate is a pleasure 
for many people, it is not necessary to cut it 
out all together but instead, enjoy it in mod- 
eration,” he said. 

So, if chocolate is not the secret ingre- 
dient to better health, what is the recipe 
for lowering your blood pressure? 

Leisa Bryant, RD, associate director 
of the Department of Food and Nutrition Services at NYM, sug- 
gests eating foods that are low in saturated fat, sodium and cho- 
lesterol. 

“A balanced diet including a variety of fresh fruits and vegeta- 
bles, low fat dairy, lean meats and unsaturated fats is ideal,” she said. 

An eating and wellness plan including whole grains, skinless 
poultry, fish, nuts and regular exercise, as opposed to fatty meats, 
sweets and sugared beverages, is helpful in lowering blood pres- 
sure and improving your overall health. 

Although it would be delightful if chocolate was key to lowering 
blood pressure, until Willy Wonka can produce a tasty flavanol bar, 
ive the cocoa products for special occasions, 
information or to find a physician affiliated with New 
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Mary Mae Churnside celebrated her 107th birthday on 
Easter Sunday. She was born in 1 899. 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Mary Mae Churnside is partying like it’s 1899. 

That’s when this longtime Fort Greene resident was bom — 
and on Easter Sunday, dozens of friends and family gathered to 
celebrate the matriarch’s 107th birthday. 

Dolled up in a white suit, hat and corsage, Churnside — 
whose life spans three centuries — presided from her wheelchair, 
a kindly smile on her face. 

How old is Mary Mae Churnside? She was bom on the day 
that the Treaty of Paris was proclaimed, formally ending the 
Spanish- American War — and she lived through the War to End 
All Wars, the Great Depression, World War n, the Cold War, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the first Gulf War (and, hope- 
fully, the second). 

On Sunday, she was reluctant to waste energy on too many 
words. 

‘T am happy to be here,” she said. 

Getting “here” didn’t happen until 1978, when she emigrated 
from Jamaica to Brooklyn at the young age of 79 (she had out- 
lived two husbands and wanted to be closer to her two daugh- 

Once here, she devoted herself to the Hanson Place Seventh- 
day Adventist Church, working in community service, fundrais- 
ing, and education. 

“She decided to marry the church, so she could have some 
longevity,” cracked Lincoln Blackwood, who emceed the event. 

Church elder Maureen Burke said Churnside was always 
around, even when others begged off. 

“Whether it was rain or snow or shine, she was here at 
church,” Burke said. 

Scores of Chumside’s relatives and friends — many of them 
pushing the century mark themselves — gathered around 18 
flower-covered tables 

Pastor Melwyn Bob Mounter praised God for protecting 
Churnside for all these decades. 

“We thank You [for] her life and her love,” Mounter said. 
“And we are grateful for the media that is here today, and we 
pray that they will publish good tidings.” 

“Amen,” said the congregation. — Dana Rubinstein 


NELLIE ... 



The sign at Nellie Bly Park in Bensonhurst has its former 
named blacked out. New owners have taken over. 


Continued from page 1 

Garin, referring to a soda popular in New York’s Jewish deli- 
catessens. 

The Garins promised to keep the miniature golf course — for 
this summer at least. 

“After, we’ll evaluate if we want to keep it,” said Marc Garin. 

The Garins took over operations from Gena Romano, whose 
family ran the park since its opening in 1967. The Romanos 
named the park for Nellie Bly, a muckraking woman journalist in 
the late 19th- and early 20th centuries. The family said it gave up 
the concession because of the park’s rising costs. 

The new operators have a history in the amusement park busi- 
ness, having run the Adventurer’s Inn Park in Hushing, Queens, 
and Meadowlands Fair in New Jersey. 

That background pleased Parks Commissioner Adrian Benepe. 

“We are pleased that [the Garins have] agreed to renovate and 
improve this facility,” he said. “It will bring joy to children of all 


Brooklyn Doe House 

a ^ rlavrarp f> hnarrlino 

/\ A 7 l8 

' \\ 7am-l0 




V 


daycare 8 boarding 

222-4900 

yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-i0piti weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dogplay 

■ curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Dollar vans: Famous or infamous 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Flatbush Avenue is an 
impatient crawl of yellow 
taxis, harangued Toyota 
Corollas, smoke-puffing 
buses and dollar vans of 
all colors, size and legal 
status. 

For years, the vans — 
which earned their monicker 
because a ride costs a buck, no 
matter the distance — have 
been a cheap and vital form of 
transportation for many, but a 
swerving, speeding menace to 

In the wake of a fatal hit- 
and-run involving one such 
van in March, the City Coun- 
cil is trying to rid the streets of 
unlabeled, illegal vans — but, 
in doing so, is colliding with 
the needs of many of its con- 
stituents. 


SYNAGOGUE 

SERVICES 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

603 St. Johns Place 


PARK SLOPE 
JEWISH CENTER 


768-1453 w29 31 

Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 
A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 

Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES: 


17 Eastern Parkway 


638-7600 

labbi Dr. Linda Henry Goodman 


Happy Passover! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Shmini 

Fri., April 21, before 7:23pm 

Tazria-Metzora 

Fri., April 28, before 7:30pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 



A "dollar van" picks up a passenger on Livingston Street behind Macy's, Downtown. 


“The city doesn’t recognize 
how many people ride these 
vans,” said Hector Ricketts, 
who earned the nickname, 
“the Godfather of the Dollar 
Van” after he introduced them 
in 1987. 

“The industry must be fully 
recognized as an important 
part of the city before we can 
get more strict with it.” 

Every day, his company, 
Community Transportations 
Systems, mns vans on Flat- 
bush Avenue and Livingston 
Street, each carrying between 
nine and 20 passengers to 
Downtown from Kings Plaza 
Mall at the other end of Flat- 


bush Avenue. 

Ricketts’s vans are recog- 
nizable by the Jamaican flags 
waving off their antennas. 

At a City Council hearing 
earlier this month, the Trans- 
portation Committee recom- 
mended that the city regulate 
legal vans by giving them a 
standard color, akin to the om- 
nipresent yellow of cabs. 

“With a color code, people 
would know which vans were 
legal and which were not,” 
said Councilman John Liu (D- 
Queens), chairman of the 
committee. 

Under current law, the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission 


bars the vans from following 
bus routes or taking street- 
hails. But van companies do 
just that along Flatbush Av- 
enue. When Flatbush is 
clogged — like it usually is — 
the vans jump to Fifth and 
Sixth avenues through Park 
Slope. 

Critics say that because a 
large number of the vans are 
not licensed by the city to op- 
erate, they don’t respect traffic 

“They stop where they are 
not supposed to,” said Ron 
Fagan, a police officer at the 
84th Precinct Downtown. 
“They don’t signal and they 


make crazy turns.” 

Their commuter customers 
swear by them, but residents 
of the neighborhoods tra- 
versed by the vans swear at 
them. 

“They make quick rights on 
Third Avenue, hard lefts on 
Schermerhom Street and al- 
ways go fast, just to skip the 
light,” said Rob Parris, district 
manager of Community 
Board 2. 

Drivers blame their bad rap 
on the city’s tight restrictions, 
s’ “The existing rules have 
^ forced legal vans into the 

* shadows, while the illegal cars 
| take our business,” said legal 
c van driver Suleiman Haqq. 

* In 2005, Haqq paid 
$35,000 in city licensing fees 

JiE and tickets. And he wasn’t the 
only legal driver slapped with 
fees last year. 

Of the 8,000 summonses 
the city issued to vans on Flat- 
bush Avenue and Utica Av- 
enue last year, only 800 hit il- 
legal operators, city figures 

“If legal drivers have to 
constantly pay summonses, 
the message you are sending 
is why become legal?” Haqq 

Ricketts believes the 
biggest problem facing the 
van industry is a poor public 

“People believe we are dan- 
gerous, so they don’t ride. 
And the illegal cars take our 
[steady] customers.” 

This month’s hearing could 


QUEEN... 


Continued from page 1 
plore the trendy shops of 
SoHo.” 

Cunard did send a full bus of 
Queen Mary 2 crew members 
to the Atlantic Center and At- 
lantic Terminal malls to pick up 
life’s essentials after more than 
a month at sea. One of the cus- 
tomers was, surprisingly. Cap- 
tain Bernard Warner’s wife. 

“Well, we sail out in just a 
few hours, so she headed to 
the nearest mall,” he said. 
“But I do imagine on a future 
visit that she will get into 
Manhattan. She wants to shop 
on Fifth Avenue.” 

Borough President Marko- 
witz, a strong supporter of the 
new cruise terminal, admitted 
that the Queen’s maiden voyage 
was no crown jewel — but said 
Brooklyn would soon reap what 
the city had sown. 

“So many tourism opportu- 
nities will be opened up by 
this,” he said. “Small tour op- 
erators will start pitching 
Brooklyn packages to Cunard 
and, when there are more ho- 
tels in Brooklyn, there will be 
cruise packages that will at- 
tract people to stay here be- 
fore and after their voyage.” 

Markowitz has set up a 
kiosk at the cruise terminal that 
will be manned by volunteers 
who will promote Brooklyn in- 
stitutions rather than merely 
handing tourists a map of Man- 
hattan and a bus ticket. 

One such a map, printed by 
the Southwest Brooklyn In- 


dustrial Development Corpo- 
ration, was available, but few 
people took it, and even fewer 
followed it to such Red Hook 
treasures as 360, Hope & An- 


chor, and LeNell’s. 

“This is a joke,” said Tonya 
“Lenell” Smothers, owner of 
the neighborhood’s popular 
boubon-filled liquor store, 
“Who gets off a boat and goes 
to general contractor or a Chi- 
nese restaurant with bullet- 
proof glass?” 


The Queen’s view ef Kings 

The arrival of the 3,000-passenger Queen Mary 2 to Red Hook has local pols excited 
at the tourism potential for Brooklyn. But can that potential be realized? The Brooklyn 
Papers asked random QM2 passengers what they thought when they heard the word 
"Brooklyn." Judging from the responses, our borough has a lot of work to do to win 
these hearts and minds. — Compiled by Ariella Cohen and Gersh Kuntzman 

TOURIST 

COMMENT 

Nicola Ingram, 
Kent, England 

"Brooklyn? 1 have heard of it from the TV. It's not as posh as 
Manhattan." 

Ian Marsden, 
Brighton, England 

"Brooklyn? That's the Bronx, right? My preconception is that 
Brooklyn is a poor area. I'm going to Ground Zero and then 
flying home." 

Danny Dewey, 
Oshawa, Ontario 

"It looks like a depressed area. 1 think a face-lift is in order." 

Suzette Sedty, 
Luxembourg 

"Brooklyn is a big quarter [neighborhood] of New York — 
but not a nice one." 

Lee John, 
Singapore 

"Manhattan is much better. Here you have to walk to get 
anywhere. 1 am catching a taxi." 

Maurice Bishop, 
North Queensland, 
Australia 

"You can't arrive in Brooklyn and say 'I'm going to stay a 
week,' if you don't know where to go. Who is going to tell 
us about Brooklyn? If we had a Brooklyn tour book, maybe 

Michael Stapleton, 
Derbyshire, England 

"We're taking a bus to Manhattan. My wife wants to go 
shopping on Fifth Avenue." 


lead to reform of the rules that 
currently treat vans more like 
livery cabs than hail-friendly 

“They have been regulated 
like the livery and black car 
service, but that doesn’t work 
for working-class people who 
ride them,” said Council- 
woman Yvette Clarke (D-Flat- 
bush). “If you have to call 
one, it breaks down the whole 
idea of efficiency and forces 

Dollar vans may someday 
be hailable without fear of a 
summons, but it is unlikely 
that they will ever legally trav- 
el along bus routes, Liu said. 

“If the demand for mass 
transit isn’t being met by the 
existing system, then we need 
to increase the number of bus- 
es along certain routes,” he 
said. “We can work with ex- 
isting transportation infra- 
structure as well as [the vans] 
and yellow taxis to find a so- 

And the solution, whatever 
it is, may bring a new con- 
sumer base to the low profile, 
low-cost dollar van. 

“Now they scare me,” said 
Lindsey Wells, who moved to 
Flatbush last year but has nev- 
er taken the neighborhood 

“But if they were more reg- 
ulated. why not take a ride for 


5th Avenue Cat Clinic 





225 5th Ave. (at President St.) 

(718) 398-1187 


Pup 

Cakes 


And other freshly baked 
all-natural dog treats 


PLUS: holistic remedies, holistic pet foods, 

aromatherapy, canine couture and more... 

Buttercup’s PAW-tiSSerie 

All Natural Dog Bakery 

63 5th ave (st. marks) 

(718) 399-2228 

OPEN M: 1-7, Tu-Sat: 11-7, Sun: 11-6 
www.buttercupspaw.com 



But Brooklyn Brewery 
owner Steve Hindy was cer- 
tainly pleased: His company 
had just gotten “a rather large 
order” for his legendary lager, 
which will soon be served on 
ship, spreading the “Brook- 
lyn” name across the seven 
seas. — with Susan Cosier 
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B R AT I N G 5 3 Y E ^ 

(joor Store 


2006 


FURNITURE FOR HOME & OFFICE 

Suite dreams, sweeter savings! 

Take $ 100 off sale price on any bedroom suite* 
Add a mattress set, take an additional $ 50 off! 



Open the door to great savings. 

NOW OPEN IN BROOKLYN! 
Showroom & Clearance Center 
475 Atlantic Avenue Between 3rd and Nevins. 
(718) 237-6888 M-Sat: 10-7, Thurs: 10-8, Sun: 11-6 



2006 CYCLONES PROMOTIONAL SCHEDULE 


Single Game Tickets 


Sunday, April 23 @ 9:00AM 

Cyclones games are FUN, AFFORDABLE 
and you might just catch a foul ball! 


TICKETS START AT JUST $6! 

718.507.TIXX* 

BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM* 

KeySpan Park • Shea Stadium 


*A non-refundable service cFiarge will be applied to all internet and phone orders. 


SPONSOR 

Pay-O-Matic 

KeySpan 

Long Island University 


PROM On ON/THEME 

Schedule Magnets* 
KeySpan Park Tins** 
T-Shirts** 


7/01 

Tent & Trails 

Boy Scout Night 

7/03 

Astoria Federal Savings 

Waterbottles** 

fireworks 

7/06 

Maimonides Medical Center 

Irish Heritage Night 

7/08 

Broadway Mall 

Dave & Carrie Bobblehead** 
&V\fedding Celebration 

7/09 

Pepsi 

Homerun Bear (Home Jersey)** 
THE BIGWIGS 

7/10 

Lutheran Medical Center 

Retro Metal Lunch Box** 
Jewish Heritage Night 

7/18 

Dime Savings Bank 

Cooler Bags** 

7/19 

Maimonides Medical Center 

Latino Heritage Night 

7/20 

Ambassdor Yellow Pages 

Camp Day 

7/26 

Nutrament 


7/27 

Merck/Scherling-Plough presents Jim Palmer 



Wily Vtonka Night 

7/29 

Atlantis Health Plans 

Item TEA 

8/04 

8/05 

Pepsi 

fireworks 

Homerun Bear (Away Jersey)** 

8/06 

Readers Digest 


8/07 

Ridgewood Savings Bank 

Item TBA 

8/12 

Model Ps 

Draw String Bags** 
Italian Heritage Night 

8/13 

8/14 

Local 338 

Parenting Magazine 

Cym Bags** 

8/21 


Hawaiian Luau Night 
Sid Fernandez Appearance 

8/22 

8/25 

Budweiser 
Bank of America 

REGGY 

8/29 

Staples 

Back to School Notebooks** 


/04 fireworks 

/06 Brian Bannister Bobblehead** 

/07 KeySpan fieece Blanket** 

Promotional dates and items subject to change. *First 7,500 into the ballpark. 
“First 2,500 into the ballpark. Please check BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM for a 
complet game and up-to-date promotional schedule. 


. FbbI "The- 

® VORNADO 



AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

We AppreciateYour Business! 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • 





Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 

A winning smile is a priceless asset 
Clear OrthoClear 

BRACES. f 

Standard Lingual 


& 


... 

(718) 852-1551 f . 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Don’t let tourists drift 


R esidents of red hook said they 

were awakened last Saturday by the 
foghorn on the Queen Mary 2 as she 
slipped into her brand-new berth at the foot of 
Pioneer Street. 

That foghorn should be a wake-up call for 
the entire borough. The arrival of the world’s 
largest passenger ship — and the debarkation 
of thousands of wealthy tourists — is a his- 
toric moment that Brooklyn must not let slip 
by. 

As our own Gersh Kuntzman and Ariella 
Cohen discovered as they interviewed sea- 
weary travelers leaving the ship last Satur- 
day, virtually none had any intention of ex- 
ploring the borough where their massive boat 
was moored. Instead, they hopped right onto 
waiting buses that whisked them into Man- 
hattan, where they could spend their money 


on Fifth Avenue. 

Hey, there, big spender: Brooklyn has a 
pretty lively Fifth Avenue, too! 

While we’re not so naive that we expect 
Brooklyn to be a cruise tourist’s dream vaca- 
tion, the borough did expect — and must now 
demand — that the city tourism-industrial 
complex do much more to promote Brooklyn 
to the million passengers who will arrive here 
this year. Yes, Bloomingdale’s is “like no oth- 
er store in the world,” but that doesn’t mean a 
few tourists can’t be encouraged to spend 
some money at Luce on the Hook, one of the 
closest boutiques to the Queen Mary’s new 

Borough President Markowitz will put 
Brooklyn-savvy, map-wielding volunteers at 
the terminal whenever boats come and go — 
and that’s a great start. But it’s no substitute 


for an aggressive campaign that actually puts 
cruise ship passengers on a bus tour of our 
borough. 

Cunard officials said they are open to the 
idea, but that means Brooklyn needs to do the 
hard work itself. A good idea would be for the 
Brooklyn Marriott to make special deals with 
passengers beginning or ending their QM2 
trips — but when The Brooklyn Papers called 
the hotel to see what was in the works, a 
spokesman said that nothing was. 

Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised. After 
all, this is a borough that still does not have — 
despite all the confused tourists wandering 
aimlessly around Cadman Plaza Park — a de- 
cent sign leading people to the footpath of our 
main tourist attraction, the Brooklyn Bridge. 

And don’t get us started on the Promenade! 


LETTERS 



Park’s grass should be the real thing 


To the editor: 

I attended the rally to protest the 
paving of Cadman Plaza Park with 
FieldTurf, a softer variant of AstroTurf 
(‘Turf for Cadman Plaza,” April 15). 

It is difficult to understand how 
New Yorkers can stand by silently 
and not resist the plastic wrapping a 
public park, instead of thinking of 
ways to maintain real grass. This 
quick fix has other implications — as 
the site of a major veterans’ memori- 
al, it is inconceivable to think that Ar- 
lington cemetery would be upgraded 
to AstroTurf! What about AstroTurf 
on the White House lawn? 

Yet, the Parks Department has tak- 
en precisely that route. 

We should all consider the startling 
fact that New York City is one of the 
largest purchasers of AstroTurf. 
There’s more to replacing real grass 
with plastic grass — it involves the 
other green: city contracts. 

To seal New York City in this way 
only contributes to an intensification 
of global warming as well as making 
our city even less hospitable to birds, 
plants and the worm population that 
will be annihilated by the new turf. 

Politicians who support this project 
will definitely not receive my vote. 
This project marks the commitment 
of our Parks Department to plastic 
gardening, intense pesticide use and a 
corporate mentality. 

Name held by request, Brooklyn Heights 


Editor's note: We offered the Parks 
Department an opportunity to re- 

To the editor: 

The renovation of Cadman Plaza 
incorporates synthetic turf at the cen- 
tral lawn, not the area surrounding 
the WWII memorial. Additionally, 
we’ll add 20 percent more natural 
grass to the park’s perimeter. 

We designed the project in consulta- 
tion with the community, including 
United Veterans of Kings Country and 
the American Legion. It was presented 
at public meetings and approved by the 
community board and the Art Commis- 

Today’s synthetic turf is safer, soft- 
er, and more versatile than before. 
Because it uses recycled materials 
and requires no chemical pesticides 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 

All letters must be signed and 

include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


or fertilizers, it is environmentally 
friendly, saves money, and, most im- 
portantly, is usable year round. 

The lawn is popular with school 
groups and neighborhood children. 
Even with new irrigation, it wouldn’t 
be able to withstand the daily beat of 
hundreds of feet. Allowing it to remain 
a dustbowl — or a mud puddle when it 
rains — would be more of a disservice 
to our borough’s veterans than anything 
else. Julius Spiegel 

Brooklyn Borough Commissioner, Parks 
Department 

Keep reducing 

To the editor: 

Bruce Ratner should be congratu- 
lated on having agreed to some re- 
ductions in his Atlantic Yards devel- 
opment (“Ratner reemed over Yards 
‘concession,’ ” April 8). 

Mr. Ratner can now sit down with 
his architect and experts, and they can 
all join in making plans for further re- 
ductions. Hopefully, his revised plan 
will eventually be reduced to 50 per- 
cent of the old plan! That would be 

An attractive residential communi- 
ty to house perhaps a few thousand 
happy Brooklynites without over- 
crowding, and within the limits of the 
local resources (water, sewage, gas, 
etc) would greatly benefit our bor- 

Keep getting smaller, Mr. Ratner, 


and the best of good luck to you. 

Veronica Weiss, Prospect Heights 

Park right 

To the editor: 

Thank you for your recent story on 
police illegal parking (“Cops illegally 
parked all over the place,” April 1). I 
hope you will continue to follow this 
story as I am skeptical about the 
NYPD’s promise to take action 
against these rogue parkers (they’re 
also in the bicycle lane on Adams 
Street). 

It’s too bad that The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers did not publish photos of the 
cars, their license plates, and the per- 
mits displayed in the windshields — 
and then presented these to the 84th 
Precinct for comment and investiga- 
tion. This might be a way to get re- 

George Korval, Park Slope 
Editor's note: We did take such pic- 
tures and presented permit and li- 
cense numbers to the NYPD. 

Favorite mistake 

To the editor: 

A few weeks ago, I objected to 
Chiara Cowan’s use of the word “in- 
famous” to describe Bob Newhart’s 
routines. 

But the problem persists. Now it’s 
Kevin Filipski (“Serious Comedy,” 


April 15): “Even though [Oscar] 
Wilde is infamous for his epigrams 
and witticisms. . .” 

“Infamous” is, again, incorrect. 
You could look it up. 

David Hawkins, Park Slope 
Editor's note: Please see page 3 and 
let us know if the terminology is used 
correctly. We sure hope it is! 

Beetles are serious 

To the editor: 

Regarding your snide article, 
“Beetles are Back in Brooklyn” 
(April 15), I have a question: I as- 
sume you would have been one of 
those slick-toed fiddlers fiddling 
while Rome burned — wouldn’t you 
have? Enjoy your laughs now, oh 
mocking Mr. Kuntzman, because 
you won’t be laughing so hard when 
the Parks Department has to chop 
down every tree on your street — 
and on every block around you for 

These beetles are a scourge and I 
think I speak for everyone on MY 
Brooklyn block when I say, “This is 
no laughing matter!” 

So write your clickety headlines 
to sell your miserable paper as you 
funnel for laughs like a two-bit tap- 
dancing toad in love with your own 
froth. If those beetles keep coming, 
you deserve each other! 

Averil Haupptman III, Crown Heights 



Celebrate Earth Day 

with Gowanus Canal CDC 



2nd Street 

(between Bond and the canal) 
Saturday, April 22nd 
11:00am - 5:00pm 

Rain Date: Sunday, April 23rd 


Funded by a generous grant from 
Independence Community Foundation 

Co-Sponsors: Court Street Merchants Association, 
Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club and Urban Divers 


Court Street 

SUMMERFEST 

Come join us 

Carroll St. to W. 9th St. on Court St. 
Sunday, May 7th, 2006 
11:00am - 6:00pm 

Rides, Artists, Crafts, Food, 
Merchandise and Entertainment 

GOWANUS CANAL 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


g'CCDC 



GUARANTEED TERM LIFE INSURANCE 

Coverage Amount 


Female-Non Tobacco 

$250,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$1,000,000.00 

35/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$150.00 

$210.00 

$315.00 

45/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$232.50 

$370.00 

$575.00 

55/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$465.00 

$735.00 

$1,345.00 

Male-Non Tobacco 

$250,000.00 

$500,000.00 

$1,000,000.00 

35/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$172.50 

$260.00 

$385.00 

45/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$305.00 

$440.00 

$755.00 

55/Preferred Plus/Annual 

$687.50 

$1,130.00 

$2,095.00 


NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

Umanoff Boyer Agency 

Call for Information 

(718) 451-5700 

Life insurance is underwritten by Nationwide Life Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio, a member of 
Nationwide Financial Services, Inc. Nationwide and the Nationwide Frame are federally registered service 
marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, RO. Box 1 82150, Columbus, OH, 4321 8-2150. 


Life's great moments 
happen spontaneously 


Everything else takes some planning 
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LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER is proud to have received the 2006 Distinguished 
Hospital Award for Clinical Excellence™ from HealthGrades,® one of the nation’s 
leading health care rating organizations. This award ranks Lutheran Medical Center 
among the top 5% of all hospitals in the nation. 

In fact, Lutheran Medical Center is the ONLY hospital in Brooklyn, Queens, Staten 
Island and the Bronx to achieve this award, which recognizes those hospitals that 
provide the best overall outcomes for patients. 

Lutheran Medical Center also received the 2006 HealthGrades Excellence Awards for 
Gastrointestinal Care, General Surgery Care, Pulmonary Care and Stroke Care. 

Best rated health care that’s close to home — everyone deserves it. And now, Brooklyn 
has it. 

To reach a Lutheran Healthcare physician, call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 



Lutheran 
Medical Center. 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 


V 


HealthGrades' 

GUIDING AMERICA TO BETTER HEALTHCARE™ 
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Our Camp 

• Variety of programs for 
campers age 4 V 2 to 14 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


718 788-PSDC (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.con 


More- tkarv a. Shorts Camp... 

The L.E.S. 

Summer Camp ! 


offer art, cooking, er 


W/e offer art, c 

W and three trips each week in addition to 
of sports activities, including our newest initiatives: 
fencing, tennis, and swimming! Beautiful playground 

WTc offer the option of two schedules: Full Day from 
W 8am to 4pm or Extended Day from 8 am to 6:30 p 
For ages 5-14. (Flexible schedules are available.) 


e is designed to enhance a child’s c 


For further Uiform/rtiorv cali Victoria, Hofmo at 

718-748-3624 

| OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, April 29, 1 1-1 pm | 

Lutheran 

Elementary School 

440 Ovington Avenue, Bay Ridge 


Beth Elohim 

^mmer Dayi Catnp s 

A Camp For All Ages 

Summer 2006 



TERRIFIC 
TWO'S 
CLASSES 

Our popular pre-nursery program 
for your toddler, accompanied by 
a parent or caregiver. 



PRE-SCHOOL 
PAY CAMP 

Full & Half Day programs, Professional 
Staff, Fully equipped classrooms, 
Swimming in Temple pool, 
lA/eekly Trips for full day 4 & 5 yr. olds 



ELEMEHTARV 
PAY CAMP 


Full day program. Recreational & 
Instructional swim daily in Temple pool, 
Active outdoor sports, arts & crafts, 
nature, gymnastics and music. 

Trips twice a week in & around NYC 


Congregation Beth Elohim 

GarfieldTemple DTI^K IPi 



8th Ave. & Garfield PI. - Park Slope 

Children of all faiths and ethnic 
backgrounds are welcome! 


MOVIN' ON 

TRAVEL CAMP 

Five days of trips 
Swimming in Temple Pool 
Two (3 day) overnights 
Mature, qualified staff 

For Tots & Pre-School Camp 

call Maura Lorenzen or Jaci Israel at: 

499-6208 

For Elementary & Travel Camp 

call Bobbie Finkelstein at: 

768-3814 x210 


www.congregationbethelohim.org 


Brooklyn Heights 

-JEWISH ® 
SPORTS ACADEMY 

June 26th - August 11th 
At: The Hannah Senesh School - 215 Pacific St. 
Ages: 5-9 

Specialists in Supervised ft Instructional: 

Swimming. Soccer & Tennis 

Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers • Film Making 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

OATES: 

Sessionl: June 26th - July 7th 
Session 2: July 10th - July 21st 
Session 3: July 24th - August 4th 
Session 4 (1 week only): August 7th - 11th 

TIMES £ FEES 

Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $450 per session (last session is $225) 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Simcha (718) 596-4840 Ext. 15 
Jewishrevolution@aol.com 

10% discount early bird registration before April 1st 


Better Brooklyn Community Center 

ummer Enrichment Camp 2006 



academic enrichment + gymnastics + dance + art + 
band + rockclimbing + horseback riding + bowling + 
nature + swimming + athletic sports + special ev 

= a FUN learning experience 
for children from 4 to 15 years old! 


WE PROVIDE: 

• Academic enrichment through exciting 
electives and performing arts 

• Weekly field trips to fun and cultural venues 

• Outdoor pool; Instructional Swim 

• Daily lunch & snacks 

• Mature, experienced, and licensed staff 

• A quality experience with affordable rates 

Licensed by NYC Department of Health 


Choose from 2 - 8 weeks 

Session #1 July 3-14 
Session #2 July 17-28 
Session #3 July 31 -Aug 1 1 
Session #4 Aug 14-25 

ACD, HRA, Transit vc 


9:00am - 5:00pm 
Early Drop 8am 
Late Stay 6:00pm 


accepted 

718-624-1992 ext. 10 + www.bkcenter.org 

Camp Main Office: 408 Jay Street @ Fulton Street 
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■ SUMMER 

CAMP WIDE 


Beth Elohim 
Summer Day 

274 Garfield Place, Park Slope 
• (718) 768-3814, ext. 210 
congregationbethelohim.org 
Preschool Division 
Ages: 3 to 5-1/2 
Directors: Maura Lorenzen 
and Jaci Israel 
Ages: 3 to 5-1/2 
Full Day (9 am to 3 pm) and 
Half Day (9 am to 12:30 pm) 
Activities: swimming, weekly 
trip for 4- and 5-year-olds 
Elementary Division 
Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
Ages: entering 1st to 4th grades 
June 29 to Aug. 18 (extended 
week available Aug. 21 to 25) 
Full day (9 am to 5 pm) • Ex- 
tended hours (8 am to 6 pm) 
available 

Activities: swimming (instruc- 
tional and recreational), arts 
and crafts, music, nature, 
sports, gymnastics, trips 2 days 
per week 

Movin’ On Travel Camp 

Director: Bobbie Finkelstein 
Ages: entering 5th to 9th grades 
June 29 to Aug. 18 (extended 
week available Aug. 21 to 25) 
Full day (9 am to 5 pm) 
Activities: Daily trips, swim- 
ming, two overnights 


Better B’klyn 
Community Ctr 

408 Jay St, 5th floor, D’Town 
(718)624-1992 
www.bkcentEr.org 
Ages: 2 to 15 • July 3 to Aug. 25 
Fees: $1,000 for full summer 
or $250 per 2-week session 
Full day: 8 am to 6 pm 
Activities include: dance, mu- 
sic, arts & crafts, lunch & snacks, 
swimming in indoor pool, bowl- 
ing, weekly trips, gymnastics, 
team sports, rock climbing, 
horseback riding, mathematics, 
writing, reading, library visits. 


BAX 

421 Fifth Ave., Park Slope 
(718) 832-0018 
www.bax.org 
Director: PeneMcCourty 
Junior Summer Arts 
Ages: entering grades 1-5 
July 5 -August 18 
Full day: 9 am to 3pm • extend- 
ed hours 8:30 am to 4 pm 
Activities: each week has a 
different performing arts 
therme (dance, theater, video, 

Young Artists Community 

Ages: entering grades 6-8 
July 10 - August 18 
hours 9 am to 4 pm 
Activities: performing arts and 
community service. 

Teen Intensives 
Ages: entering grades 9-11 
July 10 - 21 
hours 10 am to 4 pm 
Activities: PerformanceXpeii- 
ence, Theater with Falconworks. 


Creative Arts 
Program 

181 Lincoln PI., Park Slope 
(718)789-6060 
bes @berkeleycarroIl.org 
Ages: 8 to 14 years 
June 26 to July 27 
Full day: 9 am to 4 pm 
Activities include: music, 
dance, sports, clay, jewelrymak- 
ing, creative writing, theater 


Huggs Day 
School Summer 

763 President St, Park Slope 
(718) 230-5255 
Directors: Randie Bader and 
Gary Siegel 
Ages: 2.3 to 5 years 
June 19 to Aug. 1 
Full day (9 am to 4 pm) 

Half days (9 am to noon or 1 pm 
to 4 pm) 

Activities: private backyard 
with water play equipment, 
trips, art, music, indoor gym. 


Imagine 
Tomorrow 
Computer Camp 

241 Prospect Park West Wind- 
sor Teirace, (718)768-0271 
admin_clifdentech@verizon.net 
Director: Maureen Pynn 
Ages: 3 to 8 years 
Activities include: crafts, 
snack and innovative computer 
learning mission. 

Open House: Sat., April 29 


Jewish Sports 
Academy 


215 Pacific St., Cobble Hill 
(718) 596-4840, ext. 15 
jewishrevolution@aol.com 
Director: Simcha Weinstein 
Ages: 5 to 9 years 
June 26 to Aug. 11 
Full day: 9 am to 3 pm, ex- 
tended hours 8am to 6pm 
Fee: $450 per 2-week session 
Activities: instructional swim, 
soccer, tennis, arts & crafts, com- 
puters, dramatics, karate, trips, 
gymnastics, Jewish culture, mu- 
sic, dance. 


Kim’s Kids 
Summer Camp 

Park Slope bcation 
(718)768-6419 
Director: DanMoinester 
Ages: 5-1/2 to 11-1/2 years 
Activities: swimming in lakes, 
pools and beaches, hikes, trips 
to Sesame Place, amusement 
parks, museums 


LES Summer 
Camp 

440 Ovington Ave., Bay Ridge 
(718)748-3624 
Director: Victoria Hofmo 
Ages: 5 to 14 years 
June 19 to August 1 1 
Full day: 8 am to 4 pm 
Extended day 8 am to 6:30 pm 
Activities include: cooking, 
environmental science projects, 
fencing, tennis, swimming, 3 
trips per week 

Open House: Sat., April 29, 


Park Explorers 

See CAMPS on page 7 
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YOUNG ARTISTS IN 
THE COMMUNITY (YAC) 

completed Grades 5-7 
Session I Jul. 10-Jul. 28 
Session II Jul. 31 - Aug. 1 8 
Participants explore a dynam- 
ic mix of the performing arts 
and community service. 


TEEN INTENSIVES 

completed Grades 9-11 
Dance with Wright Now! 
PerformanceXperience 
July 10 -July 14 
Theater with Falconworks 
July 17- July 21 




REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!! 


w . Financial Assistance Available 
A Call for a free brochure & 

information (71 8) 832 - 001 8 




Nature ORiENTEd, PhysicAlly AcrivE 
OuidooR, TraveUmc, DAy Camp 



_XZDS 
SUMMER 

&C AMP park Slope 


Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff 


DAiLy TRips to: 


Swim at a lake, pool or thie beachi. Weekly hikes 
thirough native forests. Trips to Museums, Zoos, 
Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame PI. 

FlExiblE SchEduU: 7, 4, 5 or 6 weeks. 

4 or 5 dAys a week. 

EARly dnop'oFF (8am) ANd Iate pick up (6pM) AVAiUblt 

Ages 5 to 1 1 years 


(718) 768-6419 
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WHAT'S COOKING? 


At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills and 
techniques. Kids leam how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 6-13 
Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane 
at (718) 797-0029 


KidsMiMli 




Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 

171 Fifth Avenue (bet. Lincoln & Berkeley] in Park Slope 
www.theartfulplace.com • 1718) 399-8199 


This Week’s Workshops 

Intro to Pen & Ink 
for Adults 

Tues,4/25 

Painting for Kids 

Wed, 4/26 

Silk Screening for Adults 

Wed, 4/26 

Oil Painting Miniatures 
for Adults 

Thurs,4/27 

Printmaking for Teens 

Fri,4/28 

(Pre-registration r 

squired) 


Birthday Parties 

Fun, safe, well supervised 
Exclusive use of equipment and gym 
90 minute party 

Wednesday, Saturday or Sunday 
Approx $20 per child 

CALL FOR MORE INFO! 

289 Kent Avenue (Bet. S. 1 st & S. 2nd) (71 8) 218-7065 



K 


ART FOR 



theartistrypn 


•After school programs 'Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 


1 85 Sackett Street Free trial for new students, 

between Henry and Hicks See our website for details. 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Instruction 


DRUM LESSONS 

All Styles, Levels, & Ages (6+) 
Carroll Gardens Studio 
Will travel to you! 

Call Jordan (B.F.A., M.M.) 
(347) 262-7614 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


Parties 


asm© 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718-434-9697 

917-318-9092 


charlessibirsky.com 
Bands available 

718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


Tutoring 


Math Tutor Masters Degree 

Middle school math 9 up to Math A 
(Regents) and college math (includ- 
ing Computer Science). Call (718) 
837-8626 or (646) 263-1038. Ask 
for Raymond Andree. Very rea- 


To advertise in the Family Classifieds, 
please call (718) 834-9350 


CAMPS... 


Continued from page 6 
611 Eighth Avenue, Park Slope 
(718)788-3620 
www.parkexplorers.com 
Director: Chris Altman 
Ages: 4 to 14 
June 29 to Sept 1 
Full day: 8:30 am to 3:30pm, 
extended hours until 6:30 pm 
Activities: weekly sessions fo- 
cus on outdoor play in Prospect 
Park, sports, arts & crafts, 
swimming (pool and beach), 
trips throughout NYC, theatre 
arts, gymnastics, soccer 


Park Slope 
Day Camp 

Locations in Windsor Terrace, 
Park Slope, and Bay Ridge 
(718) 788-7732 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 

office @ parkslopedaycamp.com 
Director: Ronny Schindler 
Ages: entering K to 8th grades 
June 29 to Sept. 1 
Full day (9 am to 5 pm), early 
dismissal optional for young 


children; extended hours (until 
6:30 pm) available. 
Transportation: free morning 
shuttle from all Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods and 
Bay Ridge 

Activities: outdoor camp with 
sports, trips, gymnastics, dra- 
ma, nature, Olympics, sports 
academy, travel camp (with 
overnight trips). 

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 
23, 12 and 1 pm 


Summer at 
Open House 

3 18A Warren Street 

(718)625-5252 

eshannon@ 

openhousenurseryschool.com 
Director: Eileen Shannon 
Ages: 2 to 6 years • June 19 to 
August 11 

Full day: 9 am to 6 pm, flexi- 
ble hours available 
Activities include: water play, 
music program, exploration of 
summer themes, trips to parks, 
zoo, Puppetworks 


KIDS 
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A May wedding for Spot 


I T MAY NOT BE JUNE, 
but it’s wedding season in 
the Oh So Feisty One’s 
third-grade class at PS 321. 
Spot, OSFO’s favorite stuffed 
dog, and Kate, the stuffed bear 
of her classmate, are engaged. 
Kate is a divorcee with a 
young baby bear named Bob, 
Jr. Spot will be his stepfather. 

This is not a first marriage 
for Spot either. He was previ- 
ously married to Annika, an- 
other stuffed bear. But Annika 
kept bossing Spot around. Fi- 
nally, Spot told OSFO to tell 
Annika’s owner that he want- 
ed a divorce. 

Two days later, they signed 
the divorce papers. It was a 
bitter ride to Splitsville. Anni- 
ka wanted to stay married to 
Spot, but Spot refused. 

Interestingly, not one of the 
girls involved in these wed- 
dings is from a divorced fami- 
ly. But that doesn’t mean they 
haven’t seen a marital brouha- 
ha or two. This is Brooklyn, 
land of divorce and joint cus- 
tody. (Full disclosure: Smart- 
mom and Hepcat rarely raise 
their voices and NEVER 
fight, but Smartmom hears 
that that sort of thing does 
happen in other homes.) 

Chances are, most kids in 
Park Slope know at least one 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 


kid whose parents are divorced, 
if not more. OSFO seems fairly 
nonchalant about the whole 
thing. Just the other day, she 
told Smartmom, “Blondie is 
staying at her father’s girl- 
friend’s house this weekend. 
Can we have a playdate?” 

Or she’ll ask, as she did last 
year, “How come Groovy 
Grandpa and Manhattan 
Granny [Smartmom’s parents] 
got divorced?” Smartmom, a 
bit taken aback, didn’t really 
know what to say, so mur- 
mured: “They didn’t get along 
after being married for 20 
years,” and quickly changed 
the subject. 

Needless to say, there’s 
plenty of divorce and marital 
disagreement on television, 
the movies (“The Parent 
Trap”) and in chapter books 
(“Amber Brown Goes 


Fourth,” by Paula Danzinger 
and “It’s Not the End of the 
World,” by Judy Blume). 

For kids growing up nowa- 
days, divorce is in the air they 
breathe. Even in enlightened, 
kid-centric Park Slope, where 
there’s no shortage of child 
psychologists, divorce is as 
ugly as ever. 

S O WHILE OSFO AND 
her friends play bear 
break-ups, the kids 
whose parents are divorced opt 
out; they’re living it first hand, 
coping with custody arrange- 
ments, parents’ boyfriends and 
girlfriends. No wonder they’d 
rather play dodgeball or hop- 
scotch than divorce. 

Smartmom knows what 
that’s like. Nearly 30 years af- 
ter her own parents’ split-up, 
Smartmom is still scarred by 
the divorce. 



The Oh So Feisty One's pals participate in the remarriage of her bear. 
Spot (center, in tuxedo), at the PS 321 playground. 


While every- 
one did live hap- 
pily ever after, it 
took its toll on 
her emotional life 
and relationships. 

(But she and 
Hepcat NEVER, 

EVER fight). 

Maybe there is 

chet about it for 
OSFO and her 
friends. Perhaps, 
as scary as it is, 
divorce sounds 
exciting, risky, 
and even interest- 
ing. 

That’s a sad 
thought. But, 
since when are 
children’s games 
totally whole- 

The wedding date has not 
been set. But Spot will wear a 
spiffy tuxedo, shoes, and top 
hat, that OSFO’s aunt. Diaper 
Diva, was willing to buy for 
over $20 bucks. He looks very 
dapper in it There’s even a 
white rose on the lapel. 

Kate will be wearing a blue 
tea dress (no white for this di- 
vorcee). OSFO created a wed- 
ding bracelet out of colored 
wire that Spot will give her on 


their special day. Judge Em- 
mie, OSFO’s best, best friend, 
will marry the two lovers. “It’s 
going to be a bear/dog wed- 
ding. That’s their religion.” 

The animals and the girls 
had a rehearsal last week in 
the school’s backyard. At the 
rehearsal, Spot’s ex, Annika, 
who will be singing at the 
wedding, kissed Spot and told 
him that she wants him back. 

OSFO has high hopes for 


the marriage and thinks that 
Spot and Kate are a good 
match. “They are planning on 
having three more children in 
the future. Spot will be a very 
good stepfather to little Bob, 
Jr.” she says. 

Mazel tov to the bride and 
groom. If kids’ games bear 
any resemblance to the real 
tiling, they’re going to need it. 

Louise Crawford also unites 
" Only the Blog Knows Brooklyn. " 


Brooklyn Children's 
Academy Pre-School 1 

OPEN HOUSE: 
6:30pm every Monday 
in May and June 

"Providin 

educatic 

g quality preschool 
>n and childcare" 

Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 
Children of all Ethnic & 
CulturalBackgrounds Welcome 

6 months through 5 year olds 

Full and Part lime Programs 

Year Round Childcare 

Extended Hours for Working Parents 

Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Full Licensed and Registered 

n 

122 Pierrepont Street 
at Clinton St. 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
IRii^l 718-403-9516 

www.brooklynchiidren.org 



jlliggs m»oi, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


Division-champ Nets head to playoffs 


By Lucky Ngamwajasat 

The Brooklyn Papers 


The playoffs have begun in Swamp Jersey, 
with the Nets starting in earnest their quest for 
an NBA title. Jersey had a phenomenal regular 
season — winning another Atlantic Division ti- 
tle and notching 50 wins. But the post-season is 
a different animal altogether, and questions have 
to be asked. 

The first round 

It doesn’t matter if it’s Washington, Indiana, 
Milwaukee or Chicago, the Nets will win. The 
Swampratners were 2-1 
against Milwaukee, 1 
2 against Chicago, 

1-2 versus Indiana 
and 2-1 against 
Washington. The 
Brooklyn-bound 
Nets are superi- 
or to any of the 
teams they would 
face in the first 
round and should 
outclass anyone they 
play. Then again, if this season taught us any- 
thing, when the Nets aren’t on their “A” game, 
they can be upset. 

Beyond 



If everything breaks right, the NBA finals are 
a reality. But there will be no championship pa- 
rade in the Swamp parking lot. Getting to the fi- 
nals means a trip to either Detroit or Miami, and 
while the Nets have had success this year against 
those teams (2-2 against the Pistons, 2-1 against 
the Heat), they would have to play the perfect se- 
ries, especially against the Pistons. Motor City’s 
front-line is simply too physical for the Nets and 
the disadvantage would be magnified in a seven- 
game series. The Nets also have to worry about 
the Cavaliers for one reason: King LeBron. 
James has already shown he could beat the Nets 
single-handedly (April 8 at E. Rutherford) and 
would be a handful in a series. 


Advantages? 

It helps to have four of the best starters in the 
NBA in Jason Kidd, Vince Carter, Richard Jef- 


ferson and the emerging Nenad Krstic. Togeth- 
er, they had a marvelous season, all averaging 
double figures in points. Clifford Robinson has 
given the Nets everything his 38-year-old body 
is capable of doing. Led by Kidd, the human 
triple-double, the Nets can just about run up and 
down the court with any team in the NBA. And 
they have a guy in Carter who’s not afraid to 
take the final shot in the game. Team defense 
has improved throughout the year, giving up an 
average of 92.5 points per game, sixth overall in 
the NBA, thanks to tight performances down 
the stretch (including locking down Detroit and 
Phoenix on back-to-back nights two weeks 
ago). 

Chemistry will not be a problem, as Jefferson 
and Carter have meshed well together, quieting 
earlier doubts about their ability to co-exist. 

Disadvantages? 

If only the Nets had a decent bench and a re- 
bounding, shot-blocking big man, there would 
be no stopping them. But those are big “ifs.” 
When your leading rebounders are your point 
guard, small forward and shooting guard, 
you’ve got problems on the inside, no matter 
how good the rest of team is. Going up against 
a physical front line such as Detroit or Miami 
would be a chore. Krstic is a nice player and Ja- 
son Collins and Robinson can hold their own 
for periods of time, but against Wallace and 
Shaq, the Nets are going to really straggle. The 
bench has been awful — excluding Robinson 
and Jacque Vaughn. For whatever reason, Zoran 
Planinic doesn’t get many minutes and the rest 
of the bench is unremarkable. In the playoffs, 
depth is exposed. And the Nets don’t have any. 

Still... 

It’s a little strange to say, but if the Nets are 
going to go all the way, the leading scorer needs 
to step up. Last season, in the Nets first-round 
lost to the Heat, Carter averaged 26.8 points per 
game. For whatever reason, Carter wears the 
stigma that he isn’t a big-game player. This is 
his chance to prove the haters wrong. Krstic 
also needs to continue his ascension to one of 
the top players in the league and build on his 
strong play in the second half of the season. 
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n Reliability 
n Quality 
n Service 



SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • ^«#HiH 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES 


Lean 



Brooklyn 

Heights 


718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com 


GYMNASTICS 




>r 


GYMNASTICS 


ince (3-5 yrs) 
allet (5-10 yrs) 
or Boys (5-6 yrs) 


289 Kent Avenue (Bet. S. 1 st & S. 2nd) (71 8) 21 8-7065 

Williamsburg (L Train to Bedford Ave. Station) www.msjgym.com 


Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, y 
have the “Mini-Implant System" 
placed in less than two hours, 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 



^ IS 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months Of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


*0NLY $495 I Cal1 tocla y for V° ur FREE Consultation 

FOR DENTURE! j 718-833-6895 

Limited Time Offer | 461 77th street _ Bay Rjdge 
with a puchase of mdi j www oraldentalcare. com 


Don’t know 
what you did? 

Say you re sorry 
anyway with a 
“Mea Culpd ” bouquet 

- $35 & up 





107 Atlantic Ave. 

_ p _ (bet. Henry & Hicks) 

V- ?l 

I UU|U1 ■ (718) 625-2066 


2 jewelers shot on Flatbush 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two brothers who own a 
jewelry store on Flatbush Av- 
enue suffered gunshot wounds 
when they tried to fight off a 
pair of armed robbers with a 
weapon of their own, police 

The thieves wandered into 
the shop, at the comer of Pacif- 
ic Street, just after 7:30 pm on 
April 14. When they pulled 
guns and tried to rob the place, 
the brothers grabbed their own 
gun in self-defense. 

The perpetrators and propri- 
etors exchanged gunfire and the 
business owners, ages 21 and 
27, each took a bullet. One shot 
struck the younger brother in 
the leg, while the other round 
pierced his older sibling’s face. 

Neither wound is life-threat- 
ening, cops said. 

The robbers fled with plenty 
of bling: a pair of diamond ear- 
rings, a diamond-studded 
bracelet and a ring with a simi- 
lar rock. They also snatched a 
gold chain, a cellphone and one 
man’s wallet, stuffed with $500. 

But the suspects didn’t get 
far. Police arrested the two, 
ages 31 and 25, later that day 
on multiple felony charges. The 
officers also collected two 
semi-automatic weapons, six 
extra rounds, multiple bullet 
fragments, a sweatshirt, jeans 
and other clothing items from 
the two gunmen. 

Heights parents 
call cops after 
party theft 

Maybe the missing Chateau 
Pichon put them over the edge. 

Whatever it was, one Brook- 
lyn Heights couple decided 
enough was enough when they 
discovered designer jeans, a cash- 
mere coat, fine wines and other 
high-end items — valued at over 
$3,500 — missing from their 
Livingston Street home after their 
teenage son hosted a slumber 
party on March 3 1, police said. 

Four teenage boys arrived at 
their apartment, near Court 
Street, around 10 pm, the par- 
ents told police. 

After the teens left the next 
day, the couple discovered the 
following goods had disap- 
peared: a $200 pair of designer 
jeans, a black woman’s coat, a 
men’s sport jacket, a three-quar- 
ter-length cashmere men’s coat, 
valued at $2,000, an iPod, two 
cellphones and a pair of charg- 
ers, a vinyl hat, the DVD game 
“The Warriors,” and $60. 

Their sticky-fingered guests 
are alleged to have also lifted two 
bottles of Chateau Pichon- 
Longueville, a French red wine 
worth $200 a bottle. 

The couple contacted the 
teens’ families and recovered 
some of the items. But when 
some goods remained missing 
last week, the family reported 
the theft to police. 

Masked rob 

A man in a black ski mask 
and armed with a semi-auto- 
matic weapon broke into a 
Court Street grocery on April 
11, police said 

The thug burst into the shop 
around 4:20 am with his wea- 
pon out. He cocked the gun, 
threatened to fire it, and told the 


Hynes: How 
to avoid 
victimization 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn District Attor- 
ney Charles Hynes will join 
the 78th Precinct in Prospect 
Heights on Tuesday to help 
Brooklynites learn to avoid 
becoming crime victims. 

Identity theft will be the 
primary focus of the April 25 
meeting, at 7:30 pm in the 
78th Precinct stationhouse (65 
Sixth Ave., between Bergen 
and Dean streets, near Flat- 
bush Avenue). 

For information about the 
meeting, call Daniel Murphy at 
the District Attorney’s office at 
(718)250-3739. —Stainton 
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Come check out our beautiful new office across 
from the Cobble Hill Theater. 

Always committed to providing the best personal service 
you deserve and market knoweldge you expect. 

BROWNSTONE 

Real Estate LLC licensed real estate broker 

268 COURT STREET 

brownstonelistings.com (718) 855-4111 



POLICE BLOTTER 


counter worker, “Give me your 
money.” The 51 -year-old em- 
ployee emptied the cash register 
drawer and turned over $950. 

The gunman forced the work- 
er into the back room and told 
him to stay there for at least five 
minutes. The employee didn’t 
get a good look at his attacker, 
but a security camera captured 
the entire crime. 

Nabbed 

A man with a box-cutter 
threatened his victim with dead- 
ly harm during his third robbery 
in Carroll Gardens on April 10, 
police said. 

The thug crept up behind the 
36-year-old man as he walked 
along West Ninth Street, near 
Court Street, around 4:30 pm. 
He threw his arm around the 
victim’s shoulders, put the 
blade to his throat and insisted, 
“I’m going to slice you — un- 
less you give me your money.” 

The man handed over $40, and 
the robber took off. But police 
were on the lookout for the thief, 
who allegedly held up two other 
men earlier that day, possibly in a 
neighboring precinct. Those two 
victims, ages 28 and 30, helped 
identify the suspect and police ar- 
rested the 47-year-old man on 
multiple robbery charges. The 
thief’s total take in the three 
crimes was $46.32, police said. 

Robber bags it 

A thief armed with a gun 
stole a designer shoulder bag 
from a woman walking home 
on Bergen Street on April 13, 
police said. 

The thug approached the 36- 
year-old victim as she neared 
Bond Street just before 1 1 pm. 
He flashed the weapon and 
snatched a $1,400 Valentino 
purse from her shoulder, also 
netting a wallet and cellphone. 

Chain snatched 

A pair of robbers ripped a 
necklace from a 44-year-old 
man riding on the A train on 
April 13, police said. 

The pair approached the vic- 
tim and his 22-year-old son as 
the Manhattan-bound train near- 
ed the High Street station, at 
11:30 pm. One grabbed the 
chain, which held a ring, and the 
pair dashed from the subway. 


The victim’s son chased after 
them, but fell during the pursuit 
and sliced open his hand. Police 
then joined the effort and arrest- 
ed the two robbers, ages 40 and 
45, on Cadman Plaza East mo- 
ments later. 

Daylight heist 

An angry man tossed a bottle 
at one Bronx resident and stole 
his brother’s car moments later 
on April 14, police said. 

Police don’t know what 
started the 11 am dispute. But 
the 19-year-old sibling suffered 
a cut nose after he was struck 
with the Snapple bottle while 
standing on Tillary Street, near 
Adams Street. 

The bottle-thrower then turn- 
ed his attention to the 1996 
Honda Accord owned by the in- 
jured man’s 22-year-old broth- 
er. But the stolen car didn’t car- 
ry him very far. 

Police arrested the 30-year- 
old suspect on robbery and auto 
theft charges later that day. 

Ice heist 

A thief posing as a potential 
customer stole $14,500 in dia- 
mond jewelry from a Willough- 
by Street store on April 10, po- 
lice said. 

The robber snatched the tray 
of rings from the hands of a 57- 
year-old employee at the store, 
near Jay Street, around 5 pm, and 
bolted for the door. The thief 
ditched the tray as he ran, but 
pocketed 10 rings, with values 
ranging from $700 to $3,000. 

Columbia burg 

A man returned to his Red 
Hook home at midnight on April 
17 to find that someone robbed 
him of clothes and personal items 
worth nearly $500, police said. 

The 39-year-old victim left 
his apartment on Columbia 
Street, near Luquer Street, 
around 8 pm on April 16. Dur- 
ing his absence, a burglar broke 
through the front door of the 
building, then into his unit, 
where he cleared the dresser 
drawers and snatched paper- 
work from the kitchen table. 

The missing items included 
bank statements, a pair of $250 
designer jeans, a New York 
Yankees uniform and a high- 
end T-shirt. 


Home invaded 

A trio of gun- wielding thugs 
forced their way into a Lorraine 
Street home, tied up the resi- 
dent and raided the place on 
April 11, police said. 

The three waited for their 37- 
year-old victim outside his apart- 
ment, near Henry Street. When 
the man returned at 3:20 pm, they 
sneaked up with guns drawn and 
pushed him inside where they 
forced him to lie face down. 


“Where are the drugs? Give 
me the money,” the invaders in- 
sisted, cops said. 

They bound his hands and feet 
with a black extension cord and 
began to ransack his home, tak- 
ing $360, a Sony Playstation, an 
Xbox gaming device, and health 
insurance cards, police said. 

Subway knifer 

A man with a knife robbed a 
young woman on the B train on 
April 10, police said. 


The thief approached the 19- 
year-old victim riding a Man- 
hattan-bound train around 7:30 
pm. He thrust a knife up against 
her right side and demanded 
she turn over her cellphone. 

The victim pushed him away 
and tried to run off, but the 
mugger snatched the mobile 
phone from her belt. She man- 
aged to get free and left the 
train at the DeKalb Avenue sta- 
tion, while the robber kept on 
riding, police said. 


Dine with the Doctors 

Be our Guest for a Different Kind of Education 


RESOLVE NYC 

in association with 

GENESIS 

Fertility & Reproductive Medicine 
is pleased to present 

ADVANCES IN 
FERTILITY TREATMENT 


If you are having trouble conceiving, please join the physician 
specialists and staff of GENESIS for an informative patient education 
evening. Dine with the expert of your choice, in small groups, to 
discuss any of the latest fertility treatments. Topics will include in vitro 
fertilization, preimplantation genetic diagnosis, egg donation, male 
infertility, psychological issues and alternative medicine/acupuncture. 



DATE: Thursday, May 11, 2006 

TIME: 6:30 PM - Meet & Greet 

7:00 PM - Dine with the Doctors 

LOCATION: Tempo Restaurant 
256 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

To reserve a seat, please call Mary Fraioli, 
LCSW at 718-832-6828 by May 1, 2006. 
Limited seating available 


Enjoy a relaxing dinner 
with any one of our 
specialists, including: 

Richard V. Grazi, M.D. 
David B. Seifer, M.D. 
Jonathan Schiff, M.D. 
Kris Bevilacqua, Ph.D. 
Michael Lee, M.S. 

Irina Logman, L.Ac. 


O RESOLVE NYC KRAUPNER Pharmacy FERRING Pharmaceutic 

£ Tel: 732-935-3586 Tel: 718-821-1313 Tel: 888-793-6367 

O www.resolvenyc.org www.ferring.com 


Brooklyn’s only weekly 


PARENTING 


SECTION 


EXCLUSIVE 

Featuring 

SMART 

mom 

Brooklyn's # 1 
Parenting feature, 
written with 
a Brownstone 
Brooklyn flair 


Call today to advertise 

( 718 ) 834-9350 

ads@BrooklynPapers.com 



BACK-TO-SCHOOL Specials 
July-September 
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“Highest in Customer Satisfaction 
with Retail Banking in New York” 
- J.D. Power and Associates 


□pen 7 Days • No Stupid Bank Fees • Legendary Customer Service 


2 jewelers shot after 
they fire on bandits 


Commerce 
Bank t 


400+ convenient locations throughout 

Metro New York, Metro Philadelphia, Metro Washington, DC and Southeast Florida 


To advertise in The Park Slope Paper, 
please call (718) 834-9350 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Two brothers who own 
a jewelry store on Flatbush 
Avenue suffered gunshot 
wounds when they tried to 
fight off a pair of armed 
robbers with a weapon of 
their own, police said. 

The thieves wandered into 
the shop, at the comer of Pa- 
cific Street, just after 7:30 pm 
on April 14. When they pulled 
guns and tried to rob the 
place, the brothers grabbed 
their own gun in self-defense. 

The perpetrators and pro- 
prietors exchanged gunfire 
and the business owners, ages 
21 and 27, each took a bullet. 
One shot struck the younger 
brother in the leg, while the 
other round pierced his older 
sibling’s face. 

Neither wound is life- 
threatening, cops said. 

The robbers fled with plen- 
ty of bling: a pair of diamond 
earrings, a diamond-studded 
bracelet and a ring with a sim- 
ilar rock. They also snatched a 
gold chain, a cellphone and 
one man’s wallet, stuffed with 
$500. 

But the suspects didn’t get 
far. Police arrested the two, 
ages 31 and 25, later that day 
on multiple felony charges. 
The officers also collected two 
semi-automatic weapons, six 
extra rounds, multiple bullet 
fragments, a sweatshirt, jeans 
and other clothing items from 
the two gunmen. 

Nab foot freak 

Foot fetish freaks don’t just 
linger in seedy sex clubs or 
prowl pomo sites on the Web. 
At least one pedi-worshiper 
spent last week wandering 
around Park Slope. 

The fondler actually at- 
tacked a 24-year-old victim 
after tracking her — on foot, 
of course — for almost a 
dozen blocks on April 13, po- 
lice said. As she neared the 
comer of Union Street and 
Fourth Avenue, at 7:50 pm, 
the victim turned and con- 


We are pleased to announce 
the opening of our new 

Patient Service Center 

in Park Slope 

Quest 

Diagnostics 

Quest Diagnostics is the nation's leading provider of diagnostic testing. 

The patient comes first in everything we do. Our passion is to provide every 
patient and every customer with services and products of uncompromising 
quality - error free, on time, every time. We do that by dedicating ourselves to 
the relentless pursuit of excellence in the services we provide. 

Quest Diagnostics Patient Center 
348 13th Street, Suite 102 

between 6th and 7th Avenues 

Brooklyn, New York 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm (closed 12-lpm for lunch) 

Medicare and most major insurance plans accepted. 

For our hours of operation and additional Patient Service Centers 
located in New York, please call our Patient Service Center locator 
at (800) 377-8448 or visit Quest Diagnostics 

at www.QuestDiagnostics.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 


fronted the man trailing her, 
insisting that he stop. 

Instead, the creep lunged at 
her, grabbed her legs and im- 
mediately wrapped them in a 
red cloth. 

As the fondler fought for a 
quick feel of her sandal-clad 
feet the victim struggled to get 
free, punching and trying to 
kick her attacker. 

The freak grabbed her cell- 
phone, but dropped it in his 
excitement. He snatched one 
of her sandals instead and 
dashed down Fourth Avenue. 
The victim gave chase, pursu- 
ing the tootsie-hound down 
the block with one bare foot 
slapping the pavement. 

Police arrived moments lat- 
er and arrested the 21 -year-old 
foot-fondler for robbery — 
and sources said additional 
charges are likely. 

The stolen sandal was re- 
covered. 

Midnight mug 

It was a message that didn’t 
need repeating. 

When a robber demanded 
cash from a 32-year-old 
woman walking home from 
the subway along Seventh Av- 
enue moments after midnight 
on April 14, police said she 
quickly complied. 

The thief may not have 
been armed, but when he 
sneaked up behind her at the 
comer of Berkeley Place, his 
words seemed threatening 
enough: “I’m only going to 
ask you once; give me your 
f — ing money!” 

The victim emptied her 
pockets and the mugger ran 
toward Eighth Avenue with $5 
and her cellphone. 

Police are looking for a 
black man, 5-foot-7 and 150 
pounds, dressed in a white 
jogging suit and a white hat at 
the time of the attack. 

Senior victim 

An elderly woman lost 
$2,000 to a scam artist who 
clamed she needed help 
breaking a large bill earlier 
this month, police said. 

The thief approached the 
72-year-old Flatlands resident 
around noon on April 5, near 
the comer of Sixth Avenue 
and Sixth Street. She told the 
woman she had found a wallet 
that contained large-denomi- 
nation currency that she 
couldn’t cash and convinced 
the victim to withdraw $2,000 
in small bills from her bank. 

The senior agreed, collect- 
ed the cash from her bank and 
placed it in the hands of the 
stranger. The scammer thank- 
ed her, excused herself to use 


Hynes: How 
to avoid 
victimizaton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn District Attor- 
ney Charles Hynes will join 
the 78th Precinct in Prospect 
Heights on Tuesday to help 
Park Slopers learn to avoid 
becoming crime victims. 

Identity theft will be the 
primary focus of the April 25 
meeting, scheduled for 7:30 
pm at the 78th Precinct sta- 
tionhouse (65 Sixth Ave., be- 
tween Bergen and Dean 
streets, near Flatbush Avenue). 

Although violent crime 
continues to fall, identity theft 
is a growing problem nation- 
wide. Police in Brooklyn reg- 
ularly receive reports from 
residents who have discovered 
that strangers have opened 
credit card or cellphone ac- 
counts in their name. 

For information about the 
meeting, call Daniel Murphy at 
the District Attorney’s office at 
(718)250-3739. —Stainton 


the restroom and disappeared. 

Police have a only a limited 
description of the suspect. 

Armed McRob 

A trio of gun-toting thieves 
terrorized the employees of a 
burger joint during their April 
15 robbery of the Fourth Av- 
enue franchise, police said. 

The trouble began at around 
10:15 pm, when a 19-year-old 
employee turned away from 
the counter to check the work 
schedule posted behind her. 
That’s when three thugs pos- 
ing as customers pulled out 
large guns and announced 
their intentions to obtain some- 
thing more than two all-beef 
patties, special sauce, lettuce, 
cheese, pickles, onions and a 
sesame-seed bun. 

“Look here, look here . . . 
give me the money,” one rob- 
ber said. 

The thieves forced the 19- 
year-old to open the store’s 
safe, and pocketed the $1,000 
cash. 

On the way to the door, the 
gunmen made the young 
woman and several of her co- 
workers lie face-down on the 


floor. One thief fired a single 
shot near the safe, but no one 
was injured. 

Police are searching for 
three black men — one 5-foot- 
8 and 170 pounds, standing 


out in a white T-shirt; the sec- 
ond, at 5-foot-7, also wore 
white, but witnesses couldn’t 
be sure about the fashion 
choices of third thief, who 
stood 5-foot-8. 



It’s here! 

Spring/Summer 
2006 Big Book 


and save $5 on your first order. 
Plus, save on shipping when you 
select delivery to your local 
JCPenney Catalog Desk 
compared to Home Delivery. 

Pick up a copy today or call 
1.800.222.6161 and ask for 
TA 004-0824. Also available 
online at jcpenney.com. 


Visit JCPenney SLOPE CATALOG SALES 

Inside Slope Drugs & Surgical Supply Inc. 

406 5th Ave. (7th st.) 

JCPenney Phone Pharmacy Phone 

(718) 832-3179 (718) 788-8899 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is proud to present 

First Class 
Day Care 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle St DeKalb Aves. 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2.6-6 


✓ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

t/ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
/ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/HalfDay, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


t/ Fully Air Conditioned 
r/ Indoor Gym 
t/ Integrated Program 
V Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 
t/ Reading Readiness 
i/ Safe and Nurtuing environment 
t/ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 





Sean Wilsey 

Oh the Glory of It All 

READING / DISCUSSION / BOOK SIGNING 

Thursday, April 27th, 7:30 PM 
267 Seventh Avenue at Sixth Street 
Park Slope (718) 832-9066 

In this mesmerizing and disturbing coming- 
of-age memoir, the McSweeney’s editor takes 
you from California’s posh mansions to Italy’s 
unorthodox reform schools while sharing his stoiy 
of growing up in one of the strangest and most 
dysfunctional of families. 


Get more info and get to know your favorite wr 


its subject to change, so please contact the store to confirm. 


BARNES&NOBLE 





374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


GLASSES YOU WILL LOVE TO WEAR, 
WITH LENSES PERFECTLY PRESCRIBED 


Specialists on Staff: 

Kevin S. Meyers , M.D., Ophthalmology 
Eric Col man, O.D., Optometry 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 

• Prescription Filled 

• Contact Lenses 

• Glaucoma And Cataract 
Testing And Treatment 

• Laser Vision Consultation 
Most Medical Insurance Accepted • Union Plans 

Medicaid • Medicare • Discounts For Senior Citizens 

9tfi Street OptieaC 

332 9th Street (between 5th & 6th Ave.) Brooklyn 


7 18 - 965-2545 
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US FAMILY 

HEALTH PLAN 


At Saint Vincent NYC 


(718) 836-2761 6919 4th Ave. 


HAND ROLLED BAGELS 

Buy 8 Bagels, Get 5 FREE! 


Wish You Had a 

DOCTOR IN THE FAMILY? 

With US Family Health Plan, You Do! 


CLASSIC BAGEL WHEEL 

Feeds 15-18 people 

• Fried Chicken Cutlet 

• Fresh Mozzarella 

• Roasted Peppers 


pBuy 3, get 1 FREE!^ 

(our famous 10” personal pizzas) 

pick-up only for this special offer 


122 Bay Ridge Avenue 

(at 69th & Colonial) 

Open 7 days 10am - 10pm 
(718) 921-1669 


f ******M A I L B OX ******’ 

3 FREE MONTHS with I year rental 


The UPS Store 


• 39^ Color Copies 

• Packaging, Shipping & Receiving Services 

• Copying, Finishing & Printing Services 

• Packaging & Moving Supplies 

• Freight Services 

• Notary Services 

7103 3 rd Avenue 

tel: 7 1 8.238. 1 805 fax: 7 1 8.238. 1 807 


I0N-FRI: 7:30am-7pm; SAT: 9:30am-5pm; SUN: llam-3pm , 


Find out how you can join our family today! 
Call 1 - 800 - 241 - 4848 , email us at usfhp@svcmcny.org 
or visit www.usfhp.net for more information. 


Open 7 Days • No Stupid Bank Fees • Legendary Customer Service 


Commerce 

IJ f America's Most Cor 

D3nK 1-888-751-9000 


400+ convenient locations throughout 

Metro New York, Metro Philadelphia, Metro Washington, DC and Southeast Florida 


*75 Off 


' W AO/? WOMEN'S 

TWO Convenient 
Locations in Bay Ridge 


7409 3rd Ave. 
(718) 238-4523 
9801 Fourth Ave. 
(718) 680-7975 


At Curves, YOU can 
discover the power 
to amaze yourself 

Discover a gym where women change their 
lives 30 minutes at a time. Curves offers a 
proven 30-minute workout common sense 
weight loss and all the support you need 
to reach your goals. Discover the power 
to amaze yourself. 


Thank You! 


Fossella: Ridge’s 

million-dollar 

candidate 




RPETS 

by WIL, Inc. 

All Major Brands of Carpet 
Area Rugs • Remnants 
Linoleum • Tile • Laminate Floors 
Installations Guaranteed 


“Highest in Customer Satisfaction 
with Retail Banking in New York” 
- J.D. Power and Associates 


injuries, which were minor, on 
police exuberance. Claims of 
any property damage were ex- 
aggerated, Claxton said. 

“It was based on the heavy- 
handedness of the police de- 
partment,” he said. 

One suspect, a 17-year-old 
girl, may file a complaint 
against the officers who 
slammed her into a parked car 
and verbally assaulted her 
once in custody, Claxton said. 

His group held a press con- 
ference with students last week 
to protest the department’s ac- 
tions. Claxton said 100 Blacks, 
along with the newly formed 
Trust Us Student Coalition, 
plan to march from the John 
Jay building to local school dis- 
trict headquarters on May 2. 

Students also object to the 
ban on any food or drinks 
from outside the building, 
which means they can’t bring 
lunch from home, he said. 
School officials also don’t per- 
mit pupils to bring electronics, 
including laptop computers, 
into the building. 

Students say they wait up to 
45 minutes every morning to 
be screened. 

“They have prison rules,” 
Claxton said. 

The protest also followed 
stepped-up screening at the 
school’s metal detectors, 
which resulted in some 80 stu- 
dents losing their phones ear- 
lier that week, the New York 
Times reported. 

The day after the arrests, 
Mayor Bloomberg said police 
would begin using portable metal 
detectors to conduct random 
searches at the 80 percent of mid- 
dle and high schools that don’t 
have screening systems in place. 


Students dial 


DALE BAGELS INC. 

6201 18th Ave. • (718) 232-0132 
Open 24 hours, 7 days a week • 

Huge selection of sandwiches, wraps and 
salads. We do hot and cold catering. 
Serving te 


‘M’ for melee 


Tangle with cops over schools' cell ban 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s official: Democrat 
Steve Harrison has about a 
million-to-one chance of 
unseating Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge). 

That’s the story behind the 
campaign fundraising num- 
bers released this week: 
Through the end of March, 
four-term incumbent Fossella 
has raised $1,013,677, accord- 
ing to papers filed with the 
Federal Election Commission. 

By comparison, Harrison 
didn’t even file first-quarter 
papers because he had not 
raised the minimum $5,000. 

Even though he trails the 
money race by more than a 
million dollars, the challenger 
said he wasn’t worried. 

“We’re right where we 
want to be at this point,” he 
said, but then pointed out that 
he had initially had trouble 
fundraising because City 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D- 
Park Slope) had been ponder- 


ty and across the city.” 

It also shows how keenly 
Republicans want to hold onto 
the Staten Island-Bay Ridge 
seat, which has been in GOP 
hands for years, despite the dis- 
trict’s overwhelmingly Democ- 
ratic voter registration. 

Just under half of Fossella’s 
war-chest has come from po- 
litical action committees — 
PAC donations amounted to 
$490,000, compared to 
$521,000 generated form indi- 
vidual supporters. 

Thomas Sipp of Bay Ridge, 
who gave Fossella $300, is the 
candidate’s only individual 
contributor from the Brooklyn 
part of the district. 

National Republican lead- 
ers are watching the race 
closely, but Donner said the 
GOP had not raised any mon- 
ey for the candidate. 

Still, Harrison remained un- 
deterred. 

“In a grass-roots campaign, 
we have the advantage,” he 
said. “We may not match him 
dime for dime, but we will 
beat him with volunteers.” 


of Education’s longtime 
ban on cellphones. 

Students at the Secondary 
School for Law, Journalism 
and Research, formerly John 
Jay HS, marched out of class 
and onto Seventh Avenue at 
around 1 pm. The protest 
started peacefully, but a scuf- 
fle quickly ensued between 
the students and frustrated 
school security officers. 

Cops arrived and arrested 
five students. Police records of 
the incident show that cops 
used force to subdue at least 
one of the suspects. 

Depending on whom you 
ask, mobile telephones are ei- 
ther a classroom menace or an 
emergency lifeline. But what- 
ever the definition, they are 
banned in schools. 

To protest the longstanding 
ban, teenagers had poured 
onto Seventh Avenue, where 
they waved signs and chanted, 
‘We want cellphones!” 

The students — police esti- 
mated the crowd at 100, but 
others reported it to be closer 
to 150 — said it was unfair for 
school officials to take their 
property, especially when they 
need the telephones for emer- 
gencies. School officials 
banned the devices long be- 
fore they became popular, in 
1987, and say they have no 
plans to reverse course. 

Members of 100 Blacks in 
Law Enforcement, a police- 
abuse watchdog, have joined 
students in protesting the police 
response that day. The group 
said cellphones are just one of 
students’ many concerns, and 
that the kids’ frustration was 
mostly due to the “deplorable 
conditions” at the school, a crit- 
ical lack of resources and overly 
aggressive security. 

“The cellphone issue was 
really the straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” explained 
Marq Claxton, a retired police 
detective and co-founder of 
100 Blacks. “There’s a lot 
more to this story.” 

According to the police re- 
port logged at the 78 th 
Precinct, the crowd “engaged 
in tumultuous and violent con- 
duct (and) intentionally creat- 
ed a grave risk of causing 
public alarm resulting in po- 
lice, school officers and other 
students being injured and 
property damage to nearby 
parked vehicles.” 

Principal Larry Wood- 
bridge called the protest 
“peaceable,” but four students 
were hit with misdemeanor 
charges of disorderly conduct. 
A school security officer 
struck the fifth suspect, a 15- 
year-old boy, with his baton 
after the teen hit a school ser- 
geant on the hand, drawing 
blood, police said. The student 
also violently resisted arrest, ac- 
cording to police reports. 

Officers said the level of 
force was necessary to “over- 
come assault” and claimed the 
boy’s struggle caused further in- 
jury to both cops and himself. 

But 100 Blacks blamed any 


mg jumping into the race. 

“That stopped my fundrais- 
ing dead,” Harrison said, 
adding that he had high hopes 
for his first fundraiser, April 
19, at the Banana Leaf restau- 
rant in Bay Ridge. 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Fossella certainly has not 
gotten off to slow start, raising 
more than a million overall 
and close to $200,000 this 
quarter. 

“These are record numbers for 
us,” said his spokesman Craig 
Donner. “It shows the strong 
support he has in the communi- 


To advertise in The Bay Ridge Paper, 
please call (718) 834-9350 


Five students of a Park 
Slope high school were 
arrested in an April 12 
melee that began as a 
protest of the Department 


Take this FREE opportunity to find out first-hand from a 
doctor about your child’s immunization needs and get 
answers to general questions about your child’s health. 


Drop in when it’s most convenient for you! 
No appointment necessary! 

Thursday, April 27th, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Saturday, April 29th, 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Bay Ridge Family Health Center 

9920 Fourth Ave. Suite 305 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 748-5091 
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‘Queen’ of everything 


In “The May Queen: Women on Life, Love, Work, 
and Pulling It All Together in Your 30s,” editor An- 
drea Richesin has culled an eclectic collection of es- 
says by a diverse array of women about what being 
“put together” means after 29 — in 2006. 

On Wednesday, Richesin will read from “May 
Queen,” along with Brooklynites Ayun Halliday, 
Ivy Meeropol and Heather Chaplin, in Cobble 
Hill. 

One common trait among the contributors is 
their honesty — whether the topic is their expe- 
rience with abortion, divorce, stripping or reli- 
gion. Many of the authors are writers or per- 


formers, so their approaches to overcoming obstacles 
and hardships while juggling family and/or careers 
can be as inspiring as they are creative. Many of the 
two-dozen stories are about how the authors accept- 
ed past mistakes, and mined their newly found wis- 
dom to craft a rewarding future. 

Meeropol writes about why she chose to film a 
documentary about her family living with the after- 
math of the execution of her grandparents — Ethel 
and Julius Rosenberg — while Chaplin’s essay ad- 
dresses how her gender enhances — or hinders — 
her ability to be a journalist. 

But there’s lots of humor to be found here, too, as 


in this Halliday excerpt: “Here is a random sampling 
of some things that happened [to me] between the 
ages of 30 and 40, but probably only because I had 
children: exposed breasts in public, excrement in 
purse, started ’zine, wound up in hospital, wound up 
in hospital again, book contract #1, met 90 percent of 
the people I would consider friends, lice.” 

Contributors to "The May Queen: Women on 
Life, Love, Work, and Pulling It All Together in Your 
30s" (Tarcher/Penguin, $14.95) will read from their 
essays at BookCourt (163 Court St. at Dean Street 
in Cobble Hill] on April 26 at 8 pm. For more infor- 
mation, call (718) 875-3677. — Lisa J. Curtis 
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Poetic 

Artist draws on history to 


legacy 

create works rich with memory 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Editor 


such as “Basket Woman” (1984), a sculpture of 
a slim female figure with an elongated neck, 
clothed in cheerful printed fabric, layered like 
feathers. The figure seems to have grown right 
up out of her base of peanut buttery stuff and 
buttons, like those jaunty silk flowers waving 

from her hat. 

While “Basket 
Woman” is 
pleted piece, “Sym- 
phonic Poem” also 
includes examples of 
Robinson’s original 
concept, the “Rag- 
GonNon.” These lit- 
erally go on and on, 
as Robinson works 
on the pieces over 


"Symphonic Poem: The 
Art of Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson" is on 

display through Aug. 13 at the Brooklyn Muse- 
um (200 Eastern Parkway at Washington Av- 
enue in Prospect Heights). 

On Sunday, April 23 at 3 pm members of 

ber music program, "Homespun," inspired by 
"Symphonic Poem." A free gallery talk by a 

^, S Su7 9 18H88- r p13 eS tHe COnCert t C j 

students and seniors, free to children age 12 and 
younger. For information, visit the Web site 
www.brooklynmuseum.org or call (71 8) 638-5000. 


“The RagGon- 
Nons won’t be com- 
pleted until my own 
transition,” she told GO Brooklyn. 

The chair, “Gift of Love,” that is dedicated 
to her late son, Sydney, is an example of a 
“RagGonNon” which she has been assem- 
bling and fine-tuning since 1974 from wood, 
“hogmawg,” mud, leather and music boxes. 


Robinson said she made the chair for her 
son, who was also an artist, when they first 
moved into their first house, and he com- 
plained that they didn’t have any furniture. 
He died in 1994 at age 27. 

Over the years, this chair has come to re- 
semble a rustic throne with its many tree 
branches and hand-tooled leather seat. 

But Robinson, who adopted the name “Am- 
inah” — Arabic for trustworthy — after a 1979 
trip to Africa, is also a citizen of the world, and 
she explores her African-American heritage in 
pieces such as the harrowing “Nightmare of 
Horrors” which de- 
picts slaves falling to 
their deaths from a 
boat and “One Day in 
1307 AD: King 

Abubakari n,” a por- 
trait of a West African 
king. 

Whether her sub- 
jects are regal or a 
Poindexter Village 
resident making 
soap, Robinson’s 
works explore 
those universal 

themes of family and community — ri 
minding the viewer that we are all 
inextricably linked to those who 
have come before us and have a 
responsibility to be good to those 
among us now. 


T he vibrant, complicated artworks of Am- 
inah Lynn Robinson are as unique and 
engaging as the artist herself. 

One might expect a woman bom in 1940 
to have a grandmotherly poof of curls on her 
head, but Robinson’s dome is sleek and her 
ears are trimmed in rows of gold hoops. The 
MacArthur “genius” grant winner says she 
“never had any doubt in my mind about be- 
ing an artist. I had my first exhibition when I 
was 8-years-old. I hung my paintings on a 
clothesline with pins.” 

GO Brooklyn spoke with Robinson at the 
Brooklyn Museum, where samples of 50 years 
of her boundless creativity are on display in 
“Symphonic Poem.” Community is one of the 
overwhelming themes in her art, which ranges 
from painting to sculpture to needlework to 
elaborate, never-quite-fin- 
ished pieces that she calls 
“RagGonNons.” 

She’s been inspired by her 
hometown of Columbus, 

Ohio — and Poindexter Vil- 
lage, the federally funded 
metropolitan housing devel- 
opment where she grew up 
— to create several pieces 
that incorporate her research 
into the city’s history. One 
such work is a festive paint- 
ing on cloth, “Life in Sell- 
sville” (1981-82), which is 
the text-and-image portrait of 
a long-disappeared town set- 
tled by circus folk from 
1871-1900. After “digging 
and digging into public 
records and interviewing people,” Robinson 
was able to create an artwork — think a Grand- 
ma Moses painting in Technicolor — that 
painstakingly details the forgotten community 
down to each animal’s pen. 

Robinson’s works are also inspired by the 
places she travels to, such as the hip-hop-in- 
spired painting “The Canwoman Who Carried 
Her Home Through the Streets of New York 
City” (1989). The “Wall Street” sign behind the 
displaced woman’s head underscores the irony 
of a homeless woman on a street where so 
many have reaped so much wealth. 

The artist has even been inspired by her 
work’s visit to Brooklyn and has created large, 
borough-centric woodcuts — three of which 
hang in “Symphonic Poem.” She is also carv- 
ing a door, titled “A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” 
but Robinson said that it is so large the curators 
couldn’t get it out of her house, so she made 12 
woodcuts instead. She said she was “touched 
deeply” by the neighborhoods of Weeksville, 
Brownsville and Crown Heights. 

Her signature medium, “hogmawg” — 
which Robinson learned how to make from her 
father — is a mixture of mud, grease, dyes and 
glue that she 


Art that sings: (Clockwise from top) Inside 
"Symphonic Poem: The Art of Aminah Bren- 
da Lynn Robinson" at the Brooklyn Museum, 
Robinson stands in front of her 1994 installa- 
tion, "My Lord, What a Morning," which 
plays the titular spiritual; Robinson's 1984 
"Basket Woman," made from her family's 
recipe of "hogmawg" (mud, grease, dyes 
and glue) and other materials;and a page 
from the "To Be a Drum (Jazz)" artist book. 



First timers 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn editor 

T his year’s Tribeca Film Festival includes the 
world premiere of two feature films with 
Brooklyn connections: “Brother’s Shadow” 
and “The Big Bad Swim.” 

Directed by former Carroll Gardens resident 
Todd Yellin, “Brother’s Shadow” (pictured below), 
is the story of Jake Groden (Scott Cohen), a down- 
and-out prodigal son who returns to Brooklyn after 
his brother’s death. He tries to patch things up with 
his curmudgeonly father (Judd Hirsch) and skepti- 
cal sister-in-law (Susan Floyd), while forging a rela- 
tionship with his teen nephew (Elliot Korte), who 
didn’t even know he existed. 

While the clan agonizes over selling their furni- 
ture biz, Jake steps into his twin brother’s shoes — 
and bed — with incendiary results. 

To create a realistic woodworking shop and be- 
lievable craftsmen, Yellin, 40, told GO Brooklyn 
that he turned to East Williamsburg designer Scott 
Braun — only to find that life really did imitate art. 

‘He inspired some of the main character,” Yellin re- 
called. “He does really interesting designs and is the 
‘anti-machine’ guy that I was trying to make Jake 


Braun said that al- 
though documentary 
filmmakers have ap- 
proached him in the past, 
this is the first time his in- 
sight was sought for a 
narrative film. 

“[Yellin] wanted an 
opinionated, iconoclas- 
tic, Brooklyn, Jewish 
furniture maker and it 

and it was me,” said Braun with a laugh. “There’s a 
whole scene about the difference between planing 
and sanding — that’s all my shtick. 

“That’s what appealed to me: the way they were 
trying to make furniture-making a character in the 
movie, like what ‘Sideways’ did for wine,” said 
Braun, the president of Furniture New York. “For 
me, it was exciting to have a voice in the way the 
public looks at furniture-making.” 

In addition to his techniques and theories, some ex- 
amples of Braun’s furniture were shot for the film as 
well as works by Jonah Zuckerman of DUMBO’s City 
Joinery and Susan Woods of DUMBO’s Aswoon. 

Yellin shot on location all over the borough; in 
one scene, a dejected Jake lies near the water in 
DUMBO — with the River Cafe as a backdrop. 

While his hero, er, anti-hero may be down and 
out, there’s nothing but celebration on tap for Yellin, 
who dubs himself “a gritty survivor” who navigated 
the competitive movie industry’s “endurance test” 
for years before arriving at the festival’s “NY, NY 
Narrative Feature Competition.” 

‘T am thrilled,” said Yellin. “Almost all of the ac- 
tors are New York-bom. I think it’s appropriate that 
the world premiere should be here.” 

Yellin’s film is competing with 12 other movies, 
including William Tyler Smith’s menage a trois 
flick, “Kiss Me Again,” also set in Brooklyn. 

Good to be ‘Bad’ 

Showing in the festival’s “Discovery” section, 
which highlights “up-and-coming directors,” is 
“The Big Bad Swim” (pictured, top) by Park Slope 
filmmaker Ishai Setton, 26. 

“It’s nerve-wracking,” said Setton of the honor 
bestowed on his feature film debut. “It’s over- 
whelming right now — but in a good way.” 

In Setton’s work, a diverse group of adults gather 
at a suburban recreation center to learn how to swim 
from unflappable hunk, Noah (Jeff Branson of “All 
My Children”). Over the next six weeks, the stu- 
dents make friends, quarrel, hook up and confront 
their fears with varying degrees of success. 

Between classes, Amy (Paget Brewster), a high 
school calculus teacher enduring a bad break-up with 
her husband, reaches out to confident beauty Jordan 
(Jess Weixler, a Carroll Gardens resident) for some girl 
talk — while Jordan paddles her way towards Noah. 

In the meantime, Jordan’s little brother, David, 
decides to make his sister the subject of a documen- 
tary for a class assignment, which threatens to re- 
veal the unconventional career path Jordan’s chosen 
in order to pay the bills. 

Jordan’s brother is played by Setton’s real-life sib- 
ling, 19-year-old Avi, an alum of “Wet Hot American 
Summer” who’s currently enrolled as a freshman at 
New York University. The experience seems to be a 
positive one, as the Setton Brothers are currently col- 
laborating on a screenplay that Ishai describes as be- 
ing “about a conservative Jewish family vacationing 
in a place rife with spring-breakers.” 

Also screening at this fifth annual Tribeca Film 
Festival are “Saint of 9/11,” Glen Holsten’s docu- 
mentary about Father Mychal Judge, the Brooklyn- 
born FDNY chaplain who died in the terror attacks; 
and the directorial debut of Bushwick native Rosie 
Perez, whose documentary is called “Yo Soy 
Boricua, pa’ que tu lo sepas! (I’m Boricua, just so 
you know!).” 

The Tribeca Film Festival runs April 25-May 7. 
Tickets can be purchased at the festival box office, 
13-17 Laight St. at Varick Street in Manhattan. For 
information about box office hours, film schedule, 
festival passes and ticket prices, visit the Web site 
www.tribecafilmfestival.org or call (866) 941-3378. 
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Everyday people 


Rarely seen films by Japanese director Mikio 
Naruse get retrospective in Fort Greene 


By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

B arely known hereabouts — espe- 
cially compared with giants like 
his compatriots Yasujiro Ozu, 
Masaki Kobayashi and Akira Kuro- 
sawa — is Japanese director Mikio 
Naruse. 

Naruse was also a giant who made 
films with a grace and humility of their 
own; although superficially similar to 
Ozu — whose career was also filled 
with domestic dramas that more often 
than not centered on very few principal 
characters and their quotidian lives — 
Naruse did not go in for big spectacu- 
lars or the costume dramas that often 
marked the work of Kurosawa and 
Kenji Mizoguchi. 

Now, following a Film Forum retro- 
spective last fall honoring the 100th an- 
niversary of his birth — Naruse died in 
1969 — BAMcinematek is the lone 
Brooklyn venue for a series running 
April 27-May 10. 

“The Films of Mikio Naruse: The 
Unknown Japanese Master,” which in- 
cludes several newly stmck, newly 
subtitled prints from the Japan Founda- 
tion, is a great opportunity to discover 
this humane artist whose explorations 
of ordinary people can be spoken of in 
the same breath as the heartrending 
profundity of that ultimate Japanese 
master Ozu. 

Opening the series April 27 is “Wife! 
Be Like a Rose!” which Naruse shot in 
1935. The first sound film made in Japan 
to be released in North America, “Wife!” 
is a gently funny look at a young 
woman’s attempts to bring her separated 
parents back together. 

Just like Ozu, who titled several 
films similarly — i.e. “Late Spring,” 
“Early Summer” or “An Autumn After- 
noon,” Naruse also has a very particu- 
lar poetry informing the titles of many 
of his films. Most obvious are the trio 
of “Floating Clouds” (1955), “Summer 
Clouds” (1958) and “Scattered Clouds” 
(1967). 

But their similarity begins and ends 
with their titles. All made during 
Naruse’s late period — “Scattered 
Clouds” was Naruse’s final film — 
these films are each epic portraits of 
quite specific Japanese milieus. 

"Floating Clouds” (May 6) is a sur- 
prisingly erotic, yet ultimately painful, 
tragedy about a couple seeking to 
rekindle an old romance. “Summer 
Clouds” (May 5), Naruse’s first film 
shot both in color and in the widescreen 
format, was the director’s initial portray- 
al of life in the Japanese countryside as 
a female farmer (and widow) has an af- 
fair with a Tokyo-based reporter. 



CINEMA 


own Japanese Master wi 
m April 27 to May 10 attl 
latek, 30 Lafayette Ave. 


. e in Fort Gret. 

for adults, $7 for si 


As for “Scattered Clouds” (May 
10), its story of a pregnant woman — 
widowed by a car wreck, who rebuffs fi- 
nancial assistance from the man who 
caused the accident — is a wonderfully 
fitting final testament from the most gen- 
erously humane of all Japanese directors. 

One of the director’s very own fa- 
vorites, "Sound of the Mountain” 
(April 28), develops a most affectionate 
relationship between an unhappy wife 
and her kind father-in-law. After the 


6:50 pm screening, author Phillip 
Lopate will host a Q&A and sign 
copies of his new book, “American 
Movie Critics: An Anthology from the 
Silents Until Now.” 

Other Naruse series highlights in- 
clude films featuring typically Narusian 
(to coin a word) heroines, all of whose 
lives are studied in a fascinatingly 
somber way. “Mother” (April 30) 
stars the great Japanese actress Kinuyo 
Tanaka (seen in several Ozu and Mi- 
zoguchi works) as a widow with three 
children trying to keep her late hus- 
band’s dry-cleaning business. Another 
feminist masterpiece, “Late Chrysan- 
themums” (May 4), is an incisive 
character study of a quartet of retired 
geishas. 

Perhaps Naruse’s most notable film 
is 1960’s “When a Woman Ascends 

the Stairs” (May 7). As always in 
Naruse’s work, merely recounting the 
plot makes it sound like a merely melo- 



Naruse retrospective at BAM- 
cinematek, "Repast" (left) will be 
screened on April 29 and "When A 
Woman Ascends the Stairs" (above) 
on May 7. 


dramatic soap opera, but here it goes 
anyway: a young widow named 
“Mama,” who works as a nightclub 
hostess, dreams of opening her own 
club at the same time as she fends off 

That’s it, really, but the director has 
miraculously taken this seemingly su- 
perficial story and characters and has 
carefully and gradually insinuated them 
into the viewer’s very consciousness so 
that, by the time this extraordinarily 
haunting film comes to an end, the 
viewer feels he’s spent two blissful 
hours with close friends whom he does- 

Shot in sparkling, black and white 
Tohoscope (the Japanese variation of 
Cinemascope), “When a Woman As- 
cends the Stairs” abounds with many 
telling touches that bespeak a master 
director at work, including a quite judi- 
cious use of voiceover, which gives im- 
portant and strategic insights into 
Mama’s mindset, and Toshiro Mayuzu- 
mi’s spare (and sparingly-used) musical 
score, whose jaunty melancholy recalls 
Nino Rota’s best scores for the films of 
Federico Fellini. 

“When a Woman Ascends the Stairs” 
is the perfect introduction to the worldly 
art of Mikio Naruse, as are any of the 
other dozen films being shown at BAM. 


SWEET... 

Continued from page 1 

“Sweet and Low” is not just 
a family memoir — despite its 
saccharine subtitle, “A Family 
Story.” It is much bigger than 
that — a story of the rise and 
fall of a great company, a histo- 
ry of America’s obsession with 
weight and, at bottom, a 
metaphor for the borough itself. 

“I originally wanted to sub- 
title it, ‘A Brooklyn Gothic,’ 
which it is, but the publisher 
didn’t think it was universal 
enough,” Cohen said. 

But his instincts were right. 
This book — indeed, this story 
— could be set nowhere else 
but here. 

The key players are all from 
Brooklyn — and are all touched 
by the borough’s peculiar neu- 
rosis: the feeling that we are al- 
ways second best to Manhattan. 

“My father always said that 



ning of the 20th 
century. The diet 
craze that turned 
Sweet’N Low into 
a household name 


BOOKS 


Brooklyn Pub 


The extended Eisenstadt-Cohen family. The author. Rich 
Cohen, is kneeling in the front row next to his grandfather, 
the inventor of Sweet'N Low, Ben Eisenstadt. 


when he writes his memoir, he’ll 
call it, ‘I Never Made Manhat- 
tan,’ ” Cohen said. “That long- 
ing drives the whole story.” 

That neurosis also drove 
Eisenstadt and his customers. 
“The money and the prod- 


An Exceptional meal. 



Gastev- 

iTORANTE 

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn 


uct and the people all come 
from Brooklyn,” Cohen 
writes, “but it’s more than that. 
It’s the longing of the borough, 
the collective energy of the 
millions of immigrants who 
flooded Brooklyn at the begin- 


is a concrete mani- 
festation of that 
longing. Diet cola, 
the bathroom scale, 

Sweet’N Low — it 
all comes from 
L Brooklyn, the cra- 
ft die of a new culture, the cul- 
ts turn of the body, with its quest 
1“ for complete freedom: free- 
| dom from history, freedom 
|| from exclusion, freedom from 
fat. It’s the longing that creat- 
ed the fortune [that] destroyed 
my family.” 

It’s a family that Brooklynites 
of a certain age will recognize 
right away. Cohen’s father, 
Herb, was a first-generation 
American, bom in Bensonhurst 
when that neighborhood was a 
Jewish ghetto. Cohen’s mother, 
Betty Eisenstadt, was second- 
generation; the Eisenstadt’s were 


" (Farrar, Straus anc 
e 27 at 6:30 pm at the 
ibrary's Brooklyn Height: 


(280 Cadrre ___ 

Street). The book can be ordered through, 
Barnes & Noble in Brooklyn Pleights [106 
Court St. at State Street, (718) 246-4996] or 
Barnes & Noble in Park Slope [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Sixth Street, (718) 832-9066]. 
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lords of Flatbush, when Flat- 
bush was the Scarsdale of New 
York City. 

“That little difference — my 
father’s parents still spoke Yid- 
dish, while my mother’s par- 
ents were fully assimilated — 
was everything in Brooklyn in 
those days,” Cohen said. “And 
a lot of what happened in the 
book is a result of that.” 

And therein lies another 
great metaphor. Eisenstadt’s 
son, Marvin, for example, 
would go on to run the factory, 
but he could never be Ben — 
the up-from-the-bootstraps, 
first-generation patriarch — be- 
cause he grew up in privilege. 

“It’s like our entire country, 
on some level,” Cohen said. 
“Ben could not raise a son like 
Ben because our entire coun- 
try’s ethos is that we all want 
something better for the gen- 
eration that follows us. But 
what that means is that there’s 
always someone hungrier — 
another Ben, most likely a 
new immigrant — to take it 
away from us because we’re 
not fighting, innovating, 
growing like Ben did.” 

The factory that makes 
Sweet’N Low — Cumberland 
Packing Company — still 
chums out millions of the 
bright-pink packets every year 
(and, despite a decline in 
sales, is actively courted by 
city officials to keep its 400 or 
so jobs in Brooklyn). 

And Eisenstadt’s other great 
legacy, Maimonides Medical 
Center, still has a Ben and Bet- 
ty Eisenstadt Pavilion to honor 
his philanthropic work at the 
hospital late in his life. 

“Ben was a great man who 
shaped the Brooklyn we live 
in today,” Cohen said. 
“Through it all — the disin- 
heritance, the mob scandal, 
the [mental illness], I do not 
dislike these people. I see the 
good in all of them.” 


CLOSEOUTS: the Good, 
the Bad and the Terrible! 


y Darrin Siegfried 


Here are a few tips on how to save 

MONEY AND NOT GET BURNED WHEN 
YOU ARE BUYING WINE! 

There are times when our suppliers come to 
me with offers that are almost too good to be 
ie. There just isn’t enough 


irehouse, 
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ig to sell a big “drop” for a bar- 


ount of the last one 
while it may be drinking better than the “new” 
one, they will offer it to me cheaply if I take 
everything that they have left. They bought too 
nuch of a wine that just isn’t selling, for what- 


willinj 




it tei 
azed that then 




, aste before they buy! 

it on?) and, if the deal is really worth it, I’ll take 
the wine in and pass the savings along to my 
customers at Red White & Bubbly. I’ve got fifty 
cases on hand that I want to sell quickly, and the 


Since 




and really are 


being sold at a big discount, they 

°Tm 1 ' C of y thc bigger retail shops, especially in 
Manhattan, buy these deals too, but put the 
wines out for their full price. I can’t tell you how 
many times I’ve heard “so-and-so has this same 
wine for $6 more than you’re selling it for.” 
Come on now! Can’t they make a fair profit and 
still give their loyal customers a break, too? I 
know that I can, and I do! Perhaps that’s the dif- 
ference between business and greed. 

A few of the biggest wholesalers offer what 
they call closeouts every month, and these are 
the ones I avoid. These are often wines that have 
been standing around in their warehouses so 
long that they’ve gone bad. Old, spoiled wine, 

seen these offerings: three year old Beaujolais 
Nouveau for 50 cents a bottle... the lists go on 
and on, filled with bad wines. Shops that know 
little about wine buy this plonk up, sell it cheap- 
ly and think they’re making money. My theory 
is if someone buys a botde like this, why would 
they ever trust you with another purchase? 


There are three Closeouts that I have in Red 
White & Bubbly right now that I’d like to tell 
you about. These are terrific wines, perfect for 
drinking this time of year, which you can buy at 
a considerable savings! 

Monarchia, Pinot Grigio $9.95. We sold 
cases and cases of this wine for $14, and in 
Manhattan it sold for even more. This is a clas- 
sic Pinot Grigio: nicely aromatic without being 
heavy or “perfumey”, smooth and slighdy rich 
on the tongue with subtle flavors of pears, 

drink by itself, or with almost any dish that calls 
for white wine. Springtime is here, and the 
weather is just right for sipping a white wine like 
this. Buy it now: there’s not much left at this 
price, and there’s not a better Pinot Grigio deal 

Michel Fonne, Pinot Blanc, Cuvee Rene 
Barth $11.95. Our good friend Daniel Johnnes 

to bring the price way, way down! You can find 
it selling in Manhattan for $19, and you can 
enjoy it by the glass at some well-known, won- 
derful restaurants, but the smart money says to 
buy it here at Red White & Bubbly at this bar- 
gain price! Rich and smooth in the mouth, this 
delicious wine has remarkable balance, soft fresh 
fruit flavors, bright, crisp acidity and a long, lin- 
gering finish. This “goes with anything” white 
will do just that, and do it very, very well! 

Dom. De la Haute Borne, Vouvray, Sec 
$12.95. Terrific wine, Closeout price! Vouvay, 
one of the great white wines from the Loire 
Valley, is a perfect springtime sipper, but this 
one is so much more “serious” than just that! 
Currently poured by the glass at some of the 
city’s most prestigious restaurants, this 100% 
Organic white has captivating, wonderful hints 
of cardamom, quince, acacia and honey on the 
nose. Richer than most Vouvrays, with flavors 
of ripe peach, Golden Delicious apple, citrus 
and minerals, this is the wine I’m drinking right 


Red White & Bubbly: fine wines, 
great spirits, no attitude! 

Find all of our columns online at 
BrooklynPapers.com 
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Happy Hour & 
$10 Burgers 

every night bet. 5:30pm & 7pm 


Movie Night TUESDAY 

Come & enjoy a full screen movie 
& our special $18 prix fix 

“Crepes a gogo” 
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Savory, sweet, delicious & cheap, 
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exclusive in Park Slope 
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Between 5:30 & 7pm 
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Get answers to questions 
that you’ve been too 

tired to ask. 

Q: Why do I snore so loudly? 

Q: Why am I tired even after a full night’s sleep? 

Q: Why do I wake up feeling that I can’t catch my breath? 

Q: Why do I have difficulty falling asleep? 

Q: Why do I often feel as if I’m in a daze? 

Q: Why do I fight to stay awake while I’m driving? 

A: THE INSTITUTE FOR SLEEP 
AND BREATHING DISORDERS. 

At the Institute for Sleep & Breathing Disorders, you can finally 
find the answer to these questions and begin to live a fuller, more 
productive life. The center is open seven days a week and has 
all the amenities of a four-star hotel. So, you can have your sleep 
study any day and leave the next morning ready for work. Good 
sleep could be just a few days away. Please call to arrange for 
an appointment. 

718 - 283-2920 
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Amidst the dropping cherry blossom 
petals at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
local pop-rock band Gaijin a Go-Go will 
drop its latest album, “Go Go Boot 
Camp” on April 29. 

Although the group’s music grooves 
with ’60s-style go-go rhythms, the 11- 
member band will be an utterly contem- 
porary addition to the Garden’s annual 
cherry blossom festival line-up, “Sakura 
Matsuri,” which predominantly showcas- 
es centuries-old Japanese art and culture. 

When DUMBO fashion designer Pe- 
tra Hanson isn’t at her day job, the 6- 
foot-tall former model transforms herself 
into the platinum-haired Kiku Kimono- 
lisa, lead singer of Gaijin a Go-Go. 

Kimonolisa told GO Brooklyn that 
she is designing a cherry blossom-in- 
spired costume for the festival, but like a 
tightlipped geisha, the coquettish vocalist 
would only reveal that it will be ’60s-in- 
spired and fun. 

The designer-musician used to live in 
Tokyo and now writes and sings in 
“Japanese, English and Japlish — we try 


not to alienate anyone.” But her kitschy, 
mod costumes, kooky, pun-ridden lyrics 
and choreographed dance moves (per- 
formed along with the “twins” — both 
dubbed Annie May Smith) all transcend 
translation: anyone can see they’re about 
having a good time and getting the audi- 
ence’s go-go booties twitchin’. 

Even the band’s name, “Gaijin,” 
which means “foreign barbarian,” re- 
veals their infectious, self-deprecating 
humor, which caught the attention of 
“Beavis and Butthead” director Mike 
de Seve. (He not only produced their 
new Skebe Music CD — which trans- 
lates as Sleazy Music, he co-wrote 
three of its songs.) 

“Our music is fresh and positive and 
there’s not a lot of that out there,” says 
Kimonolisa. “It’s something different 
from an entertainment angle — it’s an art 
experience, a multicultural experience. 
We’re the arty band with a capital P.” 

Gaijin a Go-Go performs on the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden's Cherry Es- 
planade Stage at 3:30 pm on April 29, 



BROOKLYN 

Nigh tlife 


as part of "Sakura Matsuri." The festival admission: $5 adults, $3 seniors and 
takes place, rain or shine, throughout students with ID, free for children under 
the garden (900 Washington Ave. at age 16. For a schedule of events, call 

Eastern Parkway in Prospect Heights) the hotline at (718) 623-7333 or visit 

on April 29 and 30, from 10 am to 6 the Web site, www.bbg.org. 
pm. All activities are free with garden — Lisa J. Curtis 


22: Akil Jelani Wilson, 9 pm, then Air Waves 
(Nicole Schneit), 10 pm, The Finches, 1 1 pm, 
FREE; April 23: Clare Burson, 8:30 pm, Kate 


The Institute for Sleep and Breathing Disorders 

At Maimonides Medical Center 

6405 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11220 


URBAN VIEW REALTY 

“Serving Brooklyn’s Brownstone and. Waterfront Communities” 
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Clayton Broomes Jr.: 
Keeping It Real Life 


K 

mgp 

other 

Ex. 


7 or the most part, there are two possible reactions when a friend 
nits suicide. One is to succumb to the cauteriz- 
ing pain that suicide inflicts upon those who survive the victim. The 
other is to turn that pain into something positive to honor the 
memory of the person whose anguish could evidently not be 
. The latter is what Clayton Broomes Jr. is doing with 
t Everybody's Doin’ It, a half-hour program airing 
ooklyn Community Access Television (BCAT) on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month at 2pm and 10pm. 
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Yassky’s war chest loaded with booty 

Councilman brings home most bacon in Congressional race 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

City Councilman David 
Yassky is still the man to beat 
— and beat up on — in the 
race to succeed longtime 
Rep. Major Owens. 

The Brooklyn Heights 
Democrat raised more 
money than any of his four 
fellow candidates in the first 
quarter of 2006 — a whop- 
ping $296,000, which was 
far more than twice the next- 
best money-raiser, Chris 
Owens, the retiring congres- 
sman’s son, who raised just 
over $120,000 this quarter. 

Yassky’s haul adds to a 
swelling war chest — he now 
has $751,000 cash on hand, 
more than three-and-a-half times 
as much as state Sen. Carl An- 
drews (D-Crown Heights) and 
nearly 12 times more than 
Owens — as the campaign heats 
up. 

For the second straight quar- 
ter, in fact, Yassky was the most- 
effective money-raiser of any 
Democratic candidate for an 
open seat in the country. 

Yassky, whose council district 



is a tiny, and overwhelmingly 
white, part of the majority black 
11th congressional district, said 
his prodigious fundraising 
speaks to his broad ap- 
peal as a candidate. 

“It shows that New 
Yorkers are very excited 
about electing an effec- 
tive congressman with 
fresh ideas,” he told The 
Brooklyn Papers. “The lev- 
el of support is due to the 
fact that this campaign is 
about a fresh agenda.” 

For their part, Andrews 
and Owens said they don’t 
need Yassky’s money. 

“The person with the most 
money is not the one who will 
win,” said Andrews, whose 
senate district overlaps most of 
the 11th CD. 

“You need a history of work- 
ing in the neighborhood, which I 
have. I don’t need as much mon- 
ey because people know me. 
I’ve lived in the district all my 
life. I didn’t just move into the 
district.” 

Yassky moved into the con- 
gressional district just as the 
campaign began. 

Owens added: “I had a good 
quarter because people are real- 


Yassky's Yiddish mess 

Sends mailer aimed at Jews to Caribbeans 


actually gets things done?” 

The reference to the “Four 
Questions” and matzoh would be 
recognizable to Jewish voters. 

The flyer was distributed wide- 
ly in Crown Heights, which has a 
significant Jewish population, but 
many Caribbean-Americans re- 
ceived it as well, the New York 
Observer reported. 

It is common for candidates to 
send different campaign literature 
to the different ethnic, racial or 
class groups. 

“There’s nothing new here,” 
said one insider. “It’s just funny 
that one group ended up seeing a 
flyer clearly intended for another.” 
Even Yassky’s opponents re- 
frained from Passover rejoicing. 

“I won’t criticize him for target- 
ing a community on that group’s 
holiday,” said Chris Owens, who 
is the current congressman’s son. 


“But what made me laugh was 
that he put his head on the matzoh. 
I wanted to take a bite out of 

Yassky appeared embarrassed 
by the screw up when asked about 
it by The Brooklyn Papers, but he 
said he would continue such tar- 
geted “direct mail” campaigns as a 
way of getting his message out. 

But the insider hoped Yassky 
gets his addresses right the next 

“The only problem for David is 
that if voters start to think he is 
focussing only on certain groups 
— whites, Jews, etc — so that he 
can get his magic number [of 
votes] and win. Clearly, he wants 
the Orthodox [Jewish] vote, but it 
can’t appear to come at the ex- 
pense of wanting other people’s 
support.” 

— Kuntzman 


Excuse me, are 
you Jewish? 

City Councilman 
David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) 
committed the po- 
litical faux pas of 
the week when a 
mailing targeted 
to Jewish voters 
in the 11th con- 
gressional dis- 
trict landed a bit 
afield of the 
bulls-eye. 

“Ask the 
Fifth Question 
this Pesach 


into a piece of matzoh. “Are 
you ready for a congressman who 


izing that I’m the strongest can- 
didate against David.” 

Two other candidates — As- 
semblyman Nick Perry (D-Flat- 
bush) and City Councilwoman 
Yvette Clarke (D-Crown 
Heights) — are far back in the 
money race. 

In this quarter. Perry raised 
$38,360, while Clarke raised 
just under $97,000. But Clarke 
has only $36,000 on hand, ow- 
ing to campaign debts. 

Yassky has bigger challenges 
than merely his opponents. 

Two additional white Demo- 
cratic leaders told The Brook- 
lyn Papers this week that they 
will not endorse Yassky be- 
cause they feel the 11th con- 
gressional district was drawn to 
elect a black candidate. 

One of the two leaders, who 
requested anonymity, called 
Yassky “brilliant” and “the 
most qualified,” but added, “I 
don’t think he should be run- 
ning in this district.” 

All four of his opponents 
have made the same point at 
various times in the campaign, 
especially during appearances 
in the majority-black portions 
of the district. 


Fossella: Boro’s 

million-dollar 

candidate 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It’s official: Democrat 
Steve Harrison has about a 
million-to-one chance of 
unseating Rep. Vito Fos- 
sella (R-Bay Ridge). 

That’s the story /r 

behind the jQ 

campaign 
fundrais- ^ 
ing num- ^ 

leased this 
week: 

Through the 
end of 
March, four- 
term incumbent 
Fossella has \ 

raised $1,013,677, 
according to papers 
filed with the Federal 
Election Commission. 

By comparison, Harrison 
didn’t even file first-quarter 
papers because he had not 
raised the minimum $5,000. 

Even though he trails the 
money race by more than a 
million dollars, the challenger 
said he wasn’t worried. 

“We’re right where we 
want to be at this point,” he 
said, but then pointed out that 
he had initially had trouble 
fundraising because City 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio (D- 



Park Slope) had been ponder- 
ing jumping into the race. 

“That stopped my fundrais- 
ing dead,” Harrison said, 
adding that he had high hopes 
for his first fundraiser, April 
19, at the Banana Leaf 

$ restaurant in Bay 
Ridge. 

Fossella certainly 
has not gotten off to 
slow start, raising 
more than a mil- 
lion overall and 

C $200,000 this 
quarter. 

“These are 
record num- 
bers for us,” 
said his spokes- 
man Craig Don- 
ner. “It shows 
the strong sup- 
port he has in 
the community and 

It also shows how keenly 
Republicans want to hold 
onto the Staten Island-Bay 
Ridge seat, which has been in 
GOP hands for years, despite 
the district’s overwhelmingly 
Democratic voter registration. 

Just under half of Fossel- 
la’s war-chest has come from 
political action committees — 
PAC donations amounted 
to $490,000, compared to 


$521,000 generated form in- 
dividual supporters. 

Thomas Sipp of Bay 
Ridge, who gave Fossella 
$300, is the candidate’s only 
individual contributor from 
the Brooklyn part of the dis- 

National Republican lead- 
ers are watching the race 
closely, but Donner said the 
GOP had not raised any mon- 
ey for the candidate. 

Still, Harrison remained 
undeterred. 

“In a grass-roots campaign, 
we have the advantage,” he 
said. “We may not match him 
dime for dime, but we will 
beat him with volunteers.” 


Barron 


The Brooklyn Papers 

While much of the attention — 
and most of the money — is get- 
ting funneled into the race to suc- 
ceed Major Owens in the 11th 
congressional district, the neigh- 
boring 10th district race is heat- 
ing up, campaign filings show. 

In the tbree-month period that ended 


Weld visits Ridge 



Bay Ridge last week. 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

He’s tanned, rested, ready and everyone 
already calls him “Governor.” 

But former Massachusetts Gov. William Weld — who 
spoke at a Bay Ridge American Legion hall on Monday 
in his bid for the Republican nomination to succeed 
George Pataki as governor of New York — still needs a 
better way of responding to tough questions. 

After giving a stump speech that energized members 
of the Brooklyn Young Republican and the Armand 
Starace Republican clubs that hosted him. Weld took a 
few polite questions from the audience. 

Then, the jackals from the media moved in, pepper- 
ing Weld with questions about the level of his support 
among party leaders, how he will deal with a Conserva- 
tive Party challenger and, especially, what voters should 
make of his role in running a now-bankrupt trade school 
that is under investigation for bilking the federal govern- 
ment out of financial aid funds. 

Once that question was asked, Republican state com- 
mitteewoman Elaine Guido swooped in, grabbed Weld 
by the arm, and pulled him away. 

“Stop pestering him,” she chastised the reporters. 

To his credit, Weld tried to answer the question about 
his role at Decker College, the Kentucky trade school 
accused of stealing $7 million from the government. 
Weld’s law firm, Leeds Weld — where Rudy Giuliani is 
chairman — owed a 20-percent stake in the college, and 
Weld was the school’s chief executive from January to 
October of last year. 

‘My firm is a venture capital firm and in venture capi- 
tal, you don’t hit 10 for 10,” Weld said, explaining the 
bankruptcy of the school. “If you hit five for 10, you’re 


doing fine. And that’s what happened here.” 

Not that any of that came up during Weld’s speech 
and post-speech mingling. For the most part, he hewed 
towards what he considers the central issues of the cam- 
paign for governor: taxing (less), spending (less), public 
safety (more aggressive), fighting public corruption 
(which he says his Democratic rival, Eliot Spitzer, has 
not done) and Rudy Giuliani, whose name was evoked 
so many times, it sometimes seemed “America’s May- 
or” was the man running. 

He also put Brooklynites at ease about the carpetbag- 
ger question: “I grew up in Smithtown, Suffolk Coun- 
ty,” he said, without even the slightest trace of a Boston 
accent. 

Most candidates present themselves as the “most-ex- 
perienced person” for the job. But with Weld, that line 
of campaign rhetoric is almost undeniable: he has been 
a governor, serving from 1991-1997 in M chu ett 
After winning his first election with just 50.1 percent of 
the vote, he was re-elected with 71 percent in his largely 
Democratic state. 

“New York is the highest-taxed state — where Mass- 
achusetts was when I took over, he said. “But I cut taxes 
19 times and never raised them. And I’ve taken that 
pledge again, in blood. I cut $1.8 billion from a $14-bil- 
lion budget. I was ranked the most fiscally conservative 
governor in the United States.” 

After the speech, the crowd dispersed downstairs to 
watch the Mets beat the Braves, and Weld hopped into 
his Chevy SUV. 

“He was an accomplished governor and is a hell of a 
campaigner,” said one local leader. “I’m sure he’ll be 
cleared of wrongdoing in the Decker case, but an indict- 
ment just before an election doesn’t instill faith in the 
electorate.” 


makes investment in himself 


on March 31, incumbent Rep. Ed 
Towns (D-Fort Greene) raised more 
than $127,000 — more than double the 
amount of his nearest competitor, City 
Councilman Charles Barron (D-Canar- 
sie). He also has nearly five times the 
cash on hand that Barron has. 

Naturally, Barron claimed victory. 

“Towns had $208,000 on hand at 


the end of 2005 and now he has 
$276,000, so clearly his fundraising is 
falling off,” Barron said. 

“We raised the $79,000 in just six 
weeks.” 

Barron admitted that $20,000 of 
that amount was a loan he made to 
his own campaign. 

“Sure I loaned my campaign the 


money,” he said. “I did it because I 
want to show that I am so serious 
about winning that I’m investing in 
my victory.” 

Neither of the two other declared 
candidates. Assemblyman Roger 
Green (D-Fort Greene) or hip-hop 
writer Kevin Powell filed financial 
disclosure forms this quarter because 


they haven’t collected more than 
$5,000. Nonetheless, both Powell and 
Green claimed they were receiving 
“amazing” support and will post big 
numbers in July. 

For his part, the 12-term incumbent 
Towns said through a spokeswoman 
that his fundraising effort is “just get- 
ting started.” — Kuntzman 


LEGAL NOTICE 





This Montague Street skyscraper, built where 
a one-story OTB once stood, sold for $101 
million this week. 


Heights 
tower sells 
for $101M 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A controversial 33-story rental apartment 
building on Montague Street sold this week 
for the Manhattan-like price of $101 million. 

Denver-based real-estate company Arch- 
stone Smith bought the brick monolith at 180 
Montague St., from Bruce and Stuart Eichner, 
who built it for $50 million just six years ago. 

The deal was brokered by Massey Knakal 
Realty Services. 

“In Brooklyn, this kind of deal happens 
once, maybe twice, a year,” said Bill Ross, di- 
rector of sales at Halstead Property in Brook- 
lyn Heights. 

The 192-unit tower was able to rise so high 
above Montague Street’s small-scale retail 
strip because the Eichners bought air rights 
from their neighbors. 

Since then, the city has put new zoning in 
place to prevent such towers. The height limit 
is now 185 feet. 

The sale represents a last hurrah for the 
Eichners, Ross said. Smart has moved his op- 
eration to Miami, while Bmce is working out 
of Las Vegas. 

The pair could have converted the building 
to condos or coops, but by selling the entire 
property in one piece, they will save millions 
in capital gains taxes, experts said. 

How much is $101 million? It’s roughly the 
gross national product of the Marshall Islands 
and about the same amount in foreign aid the 
United States gave Kosovo and Albania last year. 
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Armed robbery? 1 


Fight over fake $100 bill 
could cause blindness 


68th Precinct 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Some would give their 
left eye for fame or fortune. 
But not for a fake $100 bill. 

An April 10 dispute over 
counterfeit currency could 
leave a California man blind- 
ed — thanks to a scam artist 
who tried to pass off a phony 
$100 bill and later poked his 
finger into the victim’s left 
eye, police said. The man re- 
covered the cash, but para- 
medics said he’s likely to lose 
his vision. 

The incident started at the 
bar of a hotel on Fourth Av- 
enue, near 83rd Street, when 
the suspect approached the 
63-year-old victim — a fellow 
patron — and asked if he had 
change for a $100 bill. The 
visitor agreed, handed over 
five twenties, and the stranger 
thanked him and walked out 
the door. 

That’s when the victim 
turned to the bartender and 
asked her to check the bill’s 
authenticity. The woman used 
a special pen that reacts to 
counterfeit cash and quickly 
determined the currency was- 

That prompted the visitor 
and bartender to dash out of 
the bar in pursuit of the scam- 

The victim caught up with 
the thief at the comer and de- 
manded the money back. An 
argument erupted; the suspect 


called the victim a “racist” 
and thrust his finger into the 
man’s eye. Paramedics said 
the heavy bleeding and vision 
loss that resulted may force 
doctors to remove the orb 
completely. 

The bartender quickly 
called police and ran after the 
fleeing thugs, following the 
pair into the lobby of an apart- 
ment building on Fourth Av- 
enue near 82nd Street. 

That’s where Police Officer 
John Iorio found the suspects 
— a 30-year-old man and his 
female partner, 43 — and re- 
covered the five twenties. He 
also found a crack pipe and 
glassine bags with drug 
residue, police said. 

Breakfast burg 

Thieves snatched a laptop 
computer and other items 
from a car parked at a Seventh 
Avenue diner on April 10, po- 
lice said. 

The 51 -year-old owner of 
the 2005 Honda left the vehi- 
cle in the restaurant’s lot at 8 
am and went in for breakfast. 
When he returned to the lot, at 
65th Street, he found the front 
passenger-side window bro- 
ken and the laptop, multiple 
checkbooks, photographs and 
a backpack had disappeared. 

Hi-tech haul 

A Hudson Valley resident 
lost video camera and sound 
equipment valued at tens of 
thousands when he parked his 
car on Shore Road overnight, 
police said. 

The 35-year-old victim left 
the 2006 Chevrolet sedan near 


Bay Ridge Parkway around 
10 pm on April 11. When he 
returned the next morning, he 
found that the driver’s side 
door had been pried open and 
more than 50 items had been 

The stolen loot included ca- 
bles, lights, microphones on 
long booms, headsets, a $2,500 
audio mixer and a tripod valued 
at $3,400, police said. 

Bodega robbed 

Burglars busted through the 
roof of a Third Avenue gro- 
cery store on April 12 to 
swipe cash and cigarettes, po- 
lice said. 

Workers at the store, near 
96th Street, closed up at 1 am. 
But when a 42-year-old em- 
ployee arrived early the next 
morning to re-open the shop, 
the ceiling was damaged and 
$500 in cash had been stolen 
from an ATM, along with 15 
cartons of Marlboros. 

Clothes hound 

Thieves stole clothing from 
a Third Avenue boutique by 
prying open a lock on the 
basement entrance of the 

Someone cracked the pad- 
lock between 7 pm on April 5 
and 3:10 pm on April 11, po- 
lice said. Once inside, they 
helped themselves to various 
fashions, but left behind a 
screwdriver — an indication 
of their entry technique. 

A neighbor on 85th Street 
told police she saw two 
strangers, a man and woman, 
lurking near the back of the 
business earlier that week. 


62nd Precinct 


Mystery attack 

A man suffered serious 
wounds when he was attacked 
by two knife-wielding men on 
April 15, police said. 

ft’s not clear what prompt- 
ed the strangers to attack the 
man as he strolled along 63rd 
Street near 18th Avenue at 
around 9 pm. 

The thugs sliced the victim 
in the back of the neck, the 
upper left arm, his chest and 
his gut, but bolted before the 
man could get a good look at 
their faces. 

Paramedics rushed the in- 
jured man to Lutheran Med- 
ical Center, where he was ad- 
mitted in critical, but stable, 
condition. 

Knifed near bar 

An armed man waited on 
McDonald Avenue to stab a 
stranger as he emerged from a 
bar on April 13, police said. 

The victim emerged from 
the tavern, near Avenue R, 
around 10 pm. 

That’s when the stranger 
lunged at him with a small 
knife, leaving him with a slash 
in his stomach. 

The thug ran off and the 
victim’s family rushed him to 
a hospital in stable condition. 

Knifepoint rob 

A teenager lost her wallet 
when a pair of men armed 
with a knife mugged her on 
86th Street, police said. 

The two thugs approached 
the 17-year-old victim as she 


neared 18th Avenue, at 8:40 
pm on April 12. One flashed 
the knife and asked for a dol- 
lar. 

When the victim said, 
“No,” the armed man showed 
off the weapon and asked, 
“Are you sure?” 

The victim changed her 
mind and turned over her wal- 
let, which contained $12 and 
her high school ID. 

The robbers ran off along 
18th Avenue before their vic- 
tim could get a good look. 

Robbed again 

For at least the third time 
this year, thieves held up a 
restaurant delivery man 
working within the 62nd 
Precinct. 

The latest heist involved a 
20-year-old man delivering 
Chinese food to a 74th Street 
residence around 9:15 pm on 
April 11, police said. 

When the victim ap- 
proached the home, near 21st 
Avenue, three strangers sur- 
rounded him, one pulling a 
knife and demanded cash. 

The victim turned over his 
$375 bankroll and a cell- 
phone, and the robbers ran off. 
Few details about their ap- 
pearance were available. 

A man delivering a pizza 
pie was robbed at knifepoint 
on Jan. 21 while making a 
stop on West Fifth Street, near 
Highlawn Avenue, police said. 
And another Chinese-food de- 
livery man lost his BMW 
when thieves posed as cus- 
tomers and lured him to Bath 
Avenue, near Bay 28th Street, 
on March 27. 


Police also saw a string of 
similar crimes last year. 

Attack teen 

A teenager suffered bruises 
and lost $60 to a posse of fel- 
low students who jumped him 
after school on April 10, po- 
lice said. 

The brawl began as a two- 
person fight when a single 
teenager attacked the 15-year- 
old victim as he made his way 
home along Bay Parkway, 
near 77th Street, around 5 pm. 
The bully did his best then 
bolted, reappearing five min- 
utes later with reinforcements 
in the form of five fellow 

The gang of six jumped the 
victim again, pummeling his 
face as they snatched his wal- 
let, which held $60 and 
Metrocard. 

The bullies — described 
only as white males around 
the age of 16 — scattered into 
the neighborhood. 

Big-dollar burg 

Most people stock their 
desks with envelopes, paper 
and pens. Others apparently 
fill the drawers with cash. 

Thieves discovered that a 
48-year-old Bay Seventh 
Street resident belongs in the 
second group when they 
broke through the back door 
of his home, near Cropsey Av- 
enue, sometime early on April 
12 . 

When the victim checked 
his desk around 9:30 am, he 
discovered the burglars had 
stolen the $9,000 he had hid- 
den there. 


Former Mass, governor stumps in Ridge 



Former Massachusetts Gov. William Weld In Bay Ridge last week 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

He’s tanned, rested, ready and 
everyone already calls him “Gov- 

But former Massachusetts Gov. 
William Weld — who spoke at a Bay 
Ridge American Legion hall on 
Monday in his bid for the Republican 
nomination to succeed George Pataki 
as governor of New York — still 
needs a better way of responding to 
tough questions. 

After giving a stump speech that 
energized members of the Brooklyn 
Young Republican and the Armand 
Starace Republican clubs that hosted 
him, Weld took a few polite ques- 
tions from the audience. 

Then, the jackals from the media 
moved in, peppering Weld with ques- 
tions about the level of his support 
among party leaders, how he will 
deal with a Conservative Party chal- 
lenger and, especially, what voters 
should make of his role in running a 
now-bankrupt trade school that is un- 
der investigation for bilking the fed- 
eral government out of financial aid 

Once that question was asked, Re- 
publican state committeewoman 
Elaine Guido swooped in, grabbed 
Weld by the arm, and pulled him away. 

“Stop pestering him,” she chas- 
tised the reporters. 

To his credit. Weld tried to answer the 
question about his role at Decker Col- 
lege, the Kentucky trade school accused 
of stealing $7 million from the govern- 
ment. Weld’s law firm, Leeds Weld — 
where Rudy Giuliani is chairman — 
owed a 20-percent stake in the college, 
and Weld was the school’s chief execu- 


tive from January to October of last year. 

“My firm is a venture capital firm 
and in venture capital, you don’t hit 
10 for 10,” Weld said, explaining the 
bankruptcy of the school. “If you hit 
five for 10, you’re doing fine. And 
that’s what happened here.” 

l_ast week. Weld was one of 600 cred- 
itors who filed a claim against the school. 
He had once loaned the college $3 mil- 
lion to keep it afloat. On his just-released 
tax forms, he claims he also lost all of his 
$530,000 investment in the school. 

Not that any of that came up dur- 
ing Weld’s speech and post-speech 
mingling. For the most part, he 
hewed towards what he considers the 
central issues of the campaign for 
governor: taxing (less), spending 
(less), public safety (more aggres- 
sive), fighting public corruption 
(which he says his Democratic rival, 
Eliot Spitzer, has not done) and Rudy 
Giuliani, whose name was evoked so 
many times, it sometimes seemed 
“America’s Mayor” was the man run- 
ning. 

“My career in public service start- 
ed when Rudy Giuliani recommend- 
ed me to Ronald Reagan for the job 
of U.S. Attorney in Massachusetts,” 
he said. “In five years, we had 109 
corruption convictions. People say I 
shouldn’t challenge Eliot Spitzer on 
prosecution issues, but I say baloney. 
I’m the one guy who can challenge 
him on those issues.” 

He also put Brooklynites at ease 
about the carpetbagger question: “I 
grew up in Smithtown, Suffolk 
County,” he said, without even the 
slightest trace of a Boston accent. 

Most candidates present them- 
selves as the “most-experienced per- 
son” for the job. But with Weld, that 


line of campaign rhetoric is almost 
undeniable: he has been a governor, 
serving from 1991-1997 in Massa- 
chusetts. After winning his first elec- 
tion with just 50.1 percent of the 
vote, he was re-elected with 71 per- 
cent in his largely Democratic state. 

He suggested that his “Massachu- 
setts miracle” provided a perfect 
launch pad for his bid to be the only 
person other than Sam Houston to 
lead two different states. 

“New York is the highest-taxed state 
— where Massachusetts was when I 
took over, he said. “But I cut taxes 19 
times and never raised them. And I’ve 
taken that pledge again, in blood. I cut 
$1.8 billion from a $14-biUion budget. 
I was ranked the most fiscally conser- 
vative governor in the United States.” 

After the speech, the crowd dis- 
persed downstairs to watch the Mets 
beat the Braves, and Weld hopped 
into his Chevy SUV and drove off. 

Lingering behind, though, were 
plenty of local Republicans and 
many theories on why they like — 
but don’t love — Weld. 

“He was an accomplished gover- 
nor and is a hell of a campaigner,” 
said one local leader. “His main prob- 
lem is the possibility of an indict- 
ment. I’m sure he’ll be cleared of 
wrongdoing in the Decker case, but 
an indictment just before an election 
doesn’t instill faith in the electorate.” 

Others spoke highly about John 
Faso, an upstate Assemblyman also 
seeking the right to take on the heavi- 
ly favored attorney general. But Faso 
has secured the Conservative Party 
line in the election, and some Repub- 
licans believe he is trying to pressure 
the GOP to back him based on his 
Conservative support. 
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Yassky sends mailer aimed at Jews to Caribbeans 


The Brooklyn Papers 

City Councilman David 
Yassky is still the man to 
beat — and beat up on — 
in the race to succeed long- 




time Rep. Major Owens. 

The Brooklyn Heights 
Democrat raised more 
money than any of his four 
fellow candidates in the 
first quarter of 2006 — 
$296,000 — 



has $751,000 cash on hand, 
more than three-and-a-half 
times as much as state Sen. 
Carl Andrews (D-Crown 
Heights) and nearly 12 times 
more than Owens — as the 
campaign heats up. 

For the second straight 
quarter, in fact, Yassky was the 


most-effective money-raiser of 
any Democratic candidate for 
an open seat in the country. 

Yassky, whose council dis- 
trict is just a tiny, and over- 
whelmingly white, part of the 
majority black 11th 
congressional dis- 
trict, said his pro- 
digious fundrais- 
ing speaks to his 
broad appeal as 
a candidate. 

For their part, 
Andrews and 
Owens said 
they don’t 

Yassky’s 
money. 
“The per- 
;on with the 
money is not the one 
who will win,” said Andrews, 
whose senate district overlaps 
most of the 11th CD. 

“I don’t need as much mon- 
ey because people know me. I 
didn’t just move into the dis- 

Yassky moved into the con- 
gressional district just as the 
campaign began. 


Owens added: “I had a good 
quarter because people are real- 
izing that I’m the strongest can- 
didate against David.” 

Two other candidates — 
Assemblyman Nick Perry (D- 
Flatbush) and City Council- 
woman Yvette Clarke (D- 
Crown Heights) — are far 
back in the money race. 
Meanwhile, two white De- 


mocratic leaders told The 
Brooklyn Papers this week 
they will not endorse Yassky 
because they feel the 11th con- 
gressional district was drawn 
to elect a black candidate. 

One of the leaders called 
Yassky “brilliant” and “the 
most qualified,” but added, “I 
don’t think he should be run- 
ning in this district.” 
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Yassky’s war chest loaded with booty 

Councilman brings home most bacon in Congressional race 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

City Councilman David 
Yassky is still the man to 
beat — and beat up on — 
in the race to succeed long- 
time Rep. Major Owens. 

The Brooklyn Heights 
Democrat raised more mon- 
ey than any of his four fel- 
low candidates in the first 
quarter of 2006 — a whop- 
ping $296,000, which was 
far more than twice the 
next-best money-raiser, 
Chris Owens, the retiring 
congressman’s son, who 
raised just over $120,000 
this quarter. 

Yassky’s haul adds to a 
swelling war chest — he now 
has $751,000 cash on hand, 
more than three-and-a-half 
times as much as state Sen. 
Carl Andrews (D-Crown 
Heights) and nearly 12 times 
more than Owens — as the 
campaign heats up. 

For the second straight 
quarter, in fact, Yassky was 
the most-effective money-rais- 
er of any Democratic candi- 
date for an open seat in the 
country. 

Yassky, whose council dis- 
trict is just a tiny, and over- 
whelmingly white, part of the 


majority black 1 1th congres- 
sional district, said his prodi- 
gious fundraising speaks to his 
broad appeal as a can- 
didate. 

“It shows that New 
Yorkers are very excit- 
ed about electing an ef- 
fective congressman 
with fresh ideas,” he told 
The Brooklyn Papers. 

“The level of support is 
due to the fact that this 
campaign is about a fresh 
agenda.” 

For their part, Andrews 
and Owens said they don’t 
need Yassky’s money. 

“The person with the most 
money is not the one who will 
win,” said Andrews, whose 
senate district overlaps most 
of the 11th CD. 

“You need a history of 
working in the neighborhood, 
which I have. I don’t need as 
much money because people 
know me. I’ve lived in the dis- 
trict all my life. I didn’t just 
move into the district.” 

Yassky moved into the con- 
gressional district just as the 
campaign began. 

Owens added: “I had a 
good quarter because people 
are realizing that I’m the 
strongest candidate against 
David.” 

Two other candidates — 



Dial ‘M’ for 
HS melee 
in Slope 

Students tangle with 
cops over cellphone ban 
at former John Jay 

By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Five students of a Park Slope high school were arrest- 
ed in an April 12 melee that began as a protest of the 
Department of Education’s longtime ban on cellphones. 

Students at the Secondary School for Law, Journalism and Re- 
search, formerly John Jay HS, marched out of class and onto 
Seventh Avenue at around 1 pm. The protest started peacefully, 
but a scuffle quickly ensued between the students and frustrated 
school security officers. 

Cops arrived and arrested five students. Police records of the 
incident show that cops used force to subdue at least one of the 

Depending on whom you ask, mobile telephones are either a 
classroom menace or an emergency lifeline. But whatever the 
definition, they are banned in schools. 

To protest the longstanding ban, teenagers had poured onto 
Seventh Avenue, where they waved signs and chanted, “We want 
cellphones!” 

The students — police estimated the crowd at 100, but others 
reported it to be closer to 150 — said it was unfair for school of- 
ficials to take their property, especially when they need the tele- 
phones for emergencies. School officials banned the devices long 
before they became popular, in 1987, and say they have no plans 
to reverse course. 

Members of 100 Blacks in Law Enforcement, a police-abuse 
watchdog, have joined students in protesting the police response 
that day. The group said cellphones are just one of students’ 
many concerns, and that the kids’ frustration was mostly due to 
the “deplorable conditions” at the school, a critical lack of re- 
sources and overly aggressive security. 

“The cellphone issue was really the straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” explained Marq Claxton, a retired police detective 
and co-founder of 100 Blacks. “There’s a lot more to this story.” 

According to the police report logged at the 78th Precinct, the 
crowd “engaged in tumultuous and violent conduct (and) inten- 
tionally created a grave risk of causing public alarm resulting in 
police, school officers and other students being injured and prop- 
erty damage to nearby parked vehicles.” 

Principal Larry Woodbridge called the protest “peaceable,” but 
four students were hit with misdemeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct. A school security officer struck the fifth suspect, a 15- 
year-old boy, with his baton after the teen hit a school sergeant 
on the hand, drawing blood, police said. The student also violently 
resisted arrest, according to police reports. 

Officers said the level of force was necessary to “overcome as- 
sault” and claimed the boy’s struggle caused further injury to 
both cops and himself. 

But 100 Blacks blamed any injuries, which were minor, on po- 
lice exuberance. Claims of any property damage were grossly ex- 
aggerated, Claxton said. 

“It was based on the heavy-handedness of the police depart- 
ment,” he said. 

One suspect, a 17-year-old girl, may file a complaint against 
the officers who slammed her into a parked car and verbally as- 
saulted her once in custody, Claxton said. 

His group held a press conference with students last week to 
protest the department’s actions. Claxton said 100 Blacks, along 
with the newly formed Trust Us Student Coalition, plan to march 
from the John Jay building to local school district headquarters on 
May 2. 

Students also object to the ban on any food or drinks from out- 
side the building, which means they can’t bring lunch from 
home, he said. School officials also don’t permit pupils to bring 
electronics, including laptop computers, into the building. 

Students say they wait up to 45 minutes every morning to be 
screened. 

“They have prison rules,” Claxton said. 

The protest also followed stepped-up screening at the school’s 
metal detectors, which resulted in some 80 students losing their 
phones earlier that week, the New York Times reported. 

The day after the Park Slope arrests, Mayor Bloomberg said po- 
lice would begin using portable metal detectors to conduct random 
searches at the 80 percent of middle and high schools that don’t 
have permanent screening systems in place. Bloomberg said crime 
is down on city streets and in schools, but police have confiscated 
a growing number of weapons from students this year. 


Yassky's Yiddish faux pas 

Sends mailer aimed at Jews to Caribbeans 


f Brooklyn Papers 

Excuse me, 
re you Jewish? 

City Council- 
man David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn 
Heights) com- 
mitted the politi- 
cal faux pas of 
the week when a 
mailing targeted 
j to Jewish voters 
the 11th 


gressman who actually gets things 
done?” 

The reference to the “Four Ques- 
tions” and matzoh would be recogniz- 
able to Jewish voters. 

The flyer was distributed widely in 
Crown Heights, which has a signifi- 
cant Jewish population, but many 
Caribbean-Americans received it as 
well, the New York Observer report- 
ed. 

It is common for candidates to 
send different campaign literature to 
the different ethnic, racial or class 


district land- groups. 


bit 

afield of the 
bulls-eye. 
“Ask the 
Fifth Ques- 
s Pesach 
Passover],” read the flyer, which fea- 
tured Yassky’s photo inset into a piece 
of matzoh. “Are you ready for a con- 


“There’s nothing new here,” said 
one insider. “It’s just funny that one 
group ended up seeing a flyer clearly 
intended for another.” 

Even Yassky’s opponents refrained 
from Passover rejoicing. 

“I won’t criticize him for targeting 
a community on that group’s holi- 
day,” said Chris Owens, who is the 


current congressman’s son. “But what 
made me laugh was that he put his 
head on the matzoh. I wanted to take 
a bite out of him!” 

Yassky appeared embarrassed by 
the screw up when asked about it by 
The Brooklyn Papers, but he said he 
would continue such targeted “direct 
mail” campaigns as a way of getting 
his message out. 

But the insider hoped Yassky gets 
his addresses right the next time. 

“The only problem for David is 
that if voters start to think he is fo- 
cussing only on certain groups — 
whites, Jews, etc — so that he can get 
his magic number [of votes] and win. 
Clearly, he wants the Orthodox [Jew- 
ish] vote, but it can’t appear to come 
at the expense of wanting other peo- 
ple’s support.” 

— Kuntzman 


Assemblyman Nick Perry (D- 
Flatbush) and City Council- 
woman Yvette Clarke (D- 
Crown Heights) — are far 
back in the money race. 

In this quarter, Perry raised 
$38,360, while Clarke raised 
just under $97,000. But 
Clarke has only $36,000 on 
hand, owing to campaign 
debts. 

Yassky has bigger chal- 
lenges than merely his oppo- 

Two additional white De- 
mocratic leaders told The 
Brooklyn Papers this week 
that they will not endorse 
Yassky because they feel the 
11th congressional district was 
drawn to elect a black candi- 

One of the two leaders, 
who requested anonymity, 
called Yassky “brilliant” and 
“the most qualified,” but 
added, “I don’t think he 
should be running in this dis- 

All four of his opponents 
have made the same point at 
various times in the campaign, 
especially during appearances 
in the majority-black portions 
of the district. 
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Save Darfur 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Even Brooklyn parking attendants are taking a 
stand on Darfur. 

Edison Park Fast, at Schermerhom and Livingston streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, has been using its electronic sign to encour- 
age Brooklynites to march on Wash- 
ington in support of the troubled Su- 
danese state next Sunday, April 30. 

Hundreds of Brooklyn residents 
are already on board, having re- 
served space on dozens of buses fer- 
rying people to the rally. 

“The people in Brooklyn are more 
involved than any other parts of New 
York,' ’ said Motasim Adam, president 
of the Darfur Peoples Association of 
New York, attributing Brooklyn’s 
commitment to ending the guerilla 
war to the fact that most of New 
Yolk’s 200 Darfur refugees live in Kensington and Fort Greene. 

Brooklyn Parents for Peace is working to mobilize Brook- 
lyn’s stroller set, anticipating that 100 people will join them 
in Washington. Local churches and synagogues are also 
bussing people down. 

The situation in Darfur is a personal one for Adam, who es- 
caped Sudan in 2001. Much of his family remains there, terror- 
ized by Janjaweed bandits, who rape and kill, and by the Su- 
danese government that wants to cleanse Sudan of Darfurians. 

Adam hopes the rally will attract at least 100,000 people and 
put pressure on the Bush Administration to do something beyond 
sending a telegram to Nicholas Kristofif congratulating him on his 
Pulitzer. For more information, visit www.savedarfur.oig. 

— Dana Rubinstein 
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Ratner’s new Web site o’lies 


There are lies, damn lies and then there’s 
Bruce Ratner’s new Web site. 

Almost from the moment that www.atlantic- 
yards.com went live, critics began finding half- 


truths and outright dishonesty on the site — the 
most glaring example, a several-year-old photo of 
a gutted building labeled “existing conditions.” 
That building — at 636 Pacific St. — was later 
renovated into luxury condos. Ratner wants to tear 
it down to make room for an arena for the Brook- 


Cyclones 
fix on sale 


le Brooklyn Papers 


Cyclones mascot Sandy the Seagull. 


By the time you read this, there will 
probably already be a line at the ticket win- 
dow at Keyspan Park. 

Cyclones tickets don’t officially go on sale un- 
til 9 am Sunday, but if prior years are any indica- 
tion, the faithful were hunkering down as this is- 

“I’m always happy to see them [the fanatics] 
because it means that, even going into year six of 
this club, we still have fans who are very intense 
about the team,” said Cyclone GM Steve Cohen. 

Five years of Cyclone baseball have meant 
sellout crowds — but Cohen said that good seats 
are still available for most games. 

“It’s the hardest perception to change — the no- 
tion that there’s no reason to come down to the 
park because every game is a sellout,” Cohen said. 
“Sales are good, but we do have seats.” 

Cohen has another problem on his hands this 
year: The Mets. 

Now that the mother ship in Queens has final- 
ly taken off, Cohen admitted that he may lose 
some ticket-buyers to his crosstown “rivals.” 

“During our first season [in 2001], the Mets were 


lyn-bound New Jersey Nets. 

Critics say that Ratner’s webmaster intentionally 
chose a pre-renovation shot to suggest that the area is 
blighted, a requirement before the state can evoke its 
eminent domain powers on behalf of the developer. 

But Ratner spokesman Joe DePlasco said the old 
photo of the Atlantic Arts building was a placehold- 
er and that shots on the Web site “will be updated 
and revised on a regular basis.” 

In addition to the bait-and-click on Pacific Street, 
the virtual Bruce Ratner also lists Rep. Ed Towns 
(D-Fort Greene) as an unqualified “supporter” of 
the project. 

“We were surprised we were on the Web site,” 
said Towns’s chief of staff Karen Johnson. “We do 
support the project . . . but we do share the coi 
of people who could lose their homes. And \ 
plaud the fact that there will be a full environmen- 

Ratner’s people were surprised by Towns’s sur- 

“We’re surprised to hear this,” DePlasco said. 
“We appreciate the congressman’s ongoing support 
and look forward to work[ing] with him to improve 
the project.” 

Many activists were stunned that Ratner had also 
renamed “Miss Brooklyn,” the 62-story building 
that would tower over the adjacent Williamsburgh 
Bank Building, to “Ms. Brooklyn,” as it now ap- 
pears on Forest City Ratner documents. 

“The use of ‘Ms. Brooklyn’ vs. ‘Miss Brooklyn’ 
is part of a larger conspiracy to find out if the edi- 
tors at The Brooklyn Papers and the opposition 
bloggers are actually following every tittle detail.” 

Full disclosure: We are. — Gersh Kuntzman 
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On Bruce Ratner's new Web site, 
636 Pacific St. is an abandoned 
building (top). In reality, it was 
renovated into a luxury co-op. 


coming off their pennant-winning year, but by 
June, when our season started, they were not 
doing so well,” Cohen said. “This year, they’re 
capturing a lot of excitement all over the city, so 
we recognize it will be a challenge for us.” 

Yes, but will the Mets be handing out Bri- 
an Bannister bobble-head dolls (as the Cy- 
clones will on Sept. 6)? Will the Mets have 


an on-field wedding (July 8)? Will the Mets 
honor Sid Fernandez (Aug. 21)? 

No. Plus tickets still start at just $6 ($11 if 
you want to see the players’ faces). 

In addition to the window sales that begin on 
Sunday, tickets are also available by phone at 
(718) 449-8497 or on the team’s Web site at 
www.brooklyncyclones.com. — Kuntzman 


Old timers: New Mets park no Ebbets Field 


T HE METS SAY THEIR 
new stadium design was 
“inspired by the tradi- 
tion” of Ebbets Field. 

Them’s fightin’ words in 
these parts. 

True, I may be the only per- 
son in Brooklyn who admits 
he never saw a game at 
Ebbets Field. But even with- 
out having seen the Dodgers’ 
beloved cathedral of baseball, 
I find it hard to believe that 
any new stadium where a 
cheap seat will cost in the 
double-digits, where the only 
trolleys being dodged will be 
commuter buses in the park- 
ing lots, where the music will 
be pounded into our skulls 
through the PA system rather 
than played tiltingly by the 
Sym-Phony Orchestra, where 
ballplayers get paid more per 
at-bat Ilian most people make 
in a year, and where you can’t 
even curse in some sections 
will compare with the great 
old ballyards of my (or, more 
accurately, your) youth. 

But you don’t have to take 


my rant for it. I asked a bunch 
of old guys what they thought 
of the Ebbets-inspired design 
(see it for yourself at www- 
.mets.com) and they found it 
lacking: 

“The only thing that resem- 
bles Ebbets Field was the 
[new park’s] exterior,” said 
Brooklyn Borough Historian 
Ron Schweiger. 

“Ebbets Field had a seating 
capacity of about 33,000. The 
new one will seat 45,000, 
which makes sense because 
the Mets have already had two 
games this season with more 
than 50,000 people.” 

Not one of them was 
Schweiger, of course. He 
complained of the high ticket 
prices and the much-higher 
players’ salaries. 

“I’m still a big Mets fan, 
however,” he said. “In fact, I 
have four favorite teams: the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, the Mets, 
the Brooklyn Cyclones and 
whoever is playing the Yan- 


ANGLE 


Prince chimed it 
missing is somi 


Perhaps they can add two- or 
three-hundred seats directly 
behind a support beam so 
your view is blocked. Then it 
would be perfect.” 

Of course, no modem stadi- 


Fellow old-ti 


Carl 


um could be Ebbets Field, 
with its 297-foot-short dis- 
tance from home plate to the 
right field wall, and the 40- 
foot wall protecting Bedford 
Avenue pedestrians from 
Duke Snider homeruns. 

I knew one old guy who 
would be bothered by that. 

“That right-field wall is 
what made Ebbets Field 
Ebbets Field,” said Dad 
(not his real name). “And 
where are the double- 
decked bleachers in center 
field? I used to sit up there 
and call balls and strikes. 
No one did it better!” 

The old man was getting 
angrier by the second. 

“Where are the pillars? 
And why are there so many 
seats? And what’s with all 
the escalators and eleva- 
tors? We didn’t have those.” 
Still, I got the sense that 
the old man was hiding 
something. 

“Do you think you can 
get us a pair of tickets for 
Opening Day?” 



An artist's rendering of the new stadium — based on the design of Brooklyn's Ebbets 
Field (right) — planned for the New York Mets in Flushing, Queens. 



CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


'Peeper' Matthew Beals 


Easter has come and gone, but the Peeps — those 
squishy, pastel-colored, and repugnant (or delightful, 
depending on whom you ask) marshmallow chicks — 
are still with us. That's not much of a shock, given 
that Harper's Index estimates that 800 million peeps 
are consumed each year (at the expense of 125,000 
pigs, who are needed for the gelatin). Matthew 
Beals, an East Williamsburg-based documentarian, is 
so enthralled by these "food" items, that for two 
and a half years, he's been collecting footage about 
this half-century-old relic and its strange American 
following. His documentary, "Power of the Peep, " 
will be released this fall (just in time for the entire na- 
tion to start craving them again). This week, he 
checked in with our Dana Rubinstein. 



Q: Why do Peeps merit a movie? 

A: What you’re really asking is what is it 
about marshmallow Peeps that inspires such 
a passion in people? When I say passion, 
that can mean hate or love. People usually 
feel pretty strongly about them either way. 
Q: How does Peep-passion manifest 
itself? 

A: Well, there’s the Sacramento Peep-Off, a 
huge Peep-eating contest. It’s held the first 
Saturday after Easter, when Peeps start 
showing up on the clearance rack. It ulti- 
mately culminates in a lot of Peep- vomiting 
and Peep-fighting. There was a Peep wed- 
ding when I was there last time. 

Q: What's a Peep wedding? 

A: Archbishop Dave Smith (the grand-mas- 
ter of the Peep-Off) got married to someone 
— for tax purposes — in a Peep-themed 
wedding. The winner of the Peep-Off got to 
serve as the witness for the wedding and 
signed the wedding papers. 

Q: And you have a lot of stories like 
this? 

A: There really is no American who doesn’t 
have a Peep story. 

Q: Why are we so obsessed with 
Peeps? 

A: I think it’s a collision of a lot of different 
circumstances. Number one, Peeps are a 
seasonal thing, so they’re not always avail- 
able. Number two, they come out when 
spring is coming into bloom, and people’s 
moods are lifting. Number three, they’re a 


piece of nostalgia. We have grandmothers 
who had them in their Easter baskets who 
are now giving them to their grandkids. 
They are icons of Easter and of American 
culture. They are symbols of innocence. 

Q: Do you like Peeps? 

A: I do. For a lot of people, Peeps are sort of 
this leftover thing in the Easter basket, and 
there’s something about Peeps that demands 
that they be finished off in some way. They 
have this blank-slate quality visually. 

Q: How are they "finished off"? 

A: In the act of eating a Peep, people tike to 
bite the head off or the tail off. 

Q: What does it say about people 
that they like to take a symbol of in- 
nocence and bite its head off? 

A: I don’t know what it is about wanting to 
take something fresh and pure and wanting 
to twist it and turn it into something evil. 
There’s something very rebellious about it. 
Q: What about people who actually 
hate them when they're spongy and 
"fresh" and let them get stale in their 
cupboards? 

A: People are very particular about how 
they tike them. There’s a huge fresh/stale ar- 
gument. Some people also tike them frozen. 

Q: Did you celebrate Easter growing 
up? 

A: Well, I’m Jewish. So I’m living proof 
that Peeps do have this quality that inspires 
something in everyone. 


City charges architect with 
super-sizing his designs 


Say Robert Scarano used loopholes to build big 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Robert Scarano calls himself the architect 
of “the new Brooklyn,” but the prolific mas- 
ter builder is facing charges that he falsified 
applications for buildings that are larger than 
what is allowed under zoning codes. 

At least 17 of Scarano’s 299 city projects 
were bigger than they could be by law, ac- 
cording to charges filed by the Department 
of Buildings. 

The charges center on one of Scarano’s 
trademark designs — a double-high ceiling 
that allows for an airy mezzanine floor in 
each condo. 

Scarano — who is one of many architects 
who are allowed to “self-certify” their de- 
signs — labels such mezzanine space as 
“storage area” on his blueprints and doesn’t 
add their square footage into the building’s 
total floor-to-area ratio. 

He says that city rales only count “living 
space” in its FAR equation, so his mezza- 
nines are exempt. 

“We created that building type through the 
NYC Building Code,” the architect told The 
Brooklyn Papers. “People never took advan- 
tage of the fact that the building code allowed 
for very high ceilings and a big footprint.” 

City officials would not respond to Scara- 
no’s comment, pending an upcoming hear- 
ing. Should the DOB rale against Scarano, 
he will lose his self-certification privilege. 

Also hanging in the balance are Scarano’s 
designs for seven, 12-story condo buildings 
on recently upzoned Fourth Avenue. 

Scarano’s mezzanine design is a main fea- 
ture of the so-called “Minerva” building on 
Seventh Avenue and 23rd Street in Green- 
Wood Heights. 

The 70-foot condo building earned its 
nickname because if it had been built ac- 
cording to Scarano’s original design, it 
would have blocked a historic view corridor 


between the Statue of Liberty and the Miner- 
va statue in Green- Wood Cemetery. 

The design has since been scaled back to 
enable the statues to gaze upon each other. 

Scarano is not only in the public eye because 
his modem designs may have run afoul of city 
zoning. He is simply unavoidable, thanks to the 
sheer number of projects he juggles. 

Since the early 1990s, 44 of his buildings 
have been completed — including the 30- 
odd that dot Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, 
Prospect Heights, Red Hook and the Park 
Slope area. More than 200 more are in vari- 
ous stages of completion. 

About 75 percent of his nearly 300 proj- 
ects are in Kings County. 

But his prolificacy has carried a huge 
price, activists and local officials say. 

Last summer, the DOB halted construc- 
tion of a four-story, 55-foot South Slope 
project after an 800-pound beam collapsed 
on a construction worker and killed him. 

A second construction worker, Anthony 
Duncan, died in March when a garage wall 
designed and inspected by the architect col- 
lapsed — and Duncan family lawyer Joseph 
Tacopina blames Scarano. 

The architect works out of one of Brook- 
lyn’s most-recognizable buildings, 110 York 
St., the eye-catching structure with the ex- 
posed iron beams that mirror the trasses of 
the adjacent Manhattan Bridge. 

His firm handled the addition to the old 
brick warehouse. In the evening, Scarano flicks 
a switch and tights the stylish top, a beacon to 
anyone crossing from Manhattan back to the 
promised land of Downtown Brooklyn. 

Scarano blames his current troubles on 
chatty rivals who urged the city to investi- 
gate him as a way of slowing him down. 

“Not to sound egotistical, but it’s jealously,” 
he said. “We put a lot into our jobs. We’ve 
changed the face of what Brooklyn buildings 
look tike. With change comes resistance.” 
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REAL ESTATE 


CO-OPS & CONDOS 


Luxury Living At Affordable Prices! 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 




Why pay rent? 

2bdrm, 2 bathrm 
condos starting 
at $449 K 



Bank taking your home? 

• Stop Foreclosure 

• Save Your Credit 

• Avoid Bankruptcy 

3JDDT@ NO FEES 

^Group to you 

(212) 333-8686 Ask for Alex 



For Sale / Brooklyn II For Sale / Queens 


Kensington 


O BOARD APPROVAL. C 


Marine Park 

Two 1 family 3bdrm detached 
homes 1 block from beautiful 
Marine Park. Garage & pvt park- 
ing. Many extras. Asking low 
$600K each. Call owner. (718) 
336-7436. 


Jackson Heights 

Hawthorn Court. 2 BR, 2 bath 
co-op. New kitchen, fireplace, 
hardwood floors. Elevator, stor- 
gage bin. Pvt block, long gar- 
den, historic district. $600 
maint. $475K FSBO. (718) 899- 
4999. Near all transportation. ai? 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Clove Lake, SI 


express bus to NYC IBr 
$179. 9k, Studio $89. 9K. Call 
owner for appt. (732) 337-4346. 


HELP WANTED 


" 6 Real Estate 
OPPORTUNITY 
KNOCKING 

Growing Company Expanding 
into Brooklyn. Looking to Hire 
manager to build new office. 
Salary <Sc Profit Participation. 

OWN A HOME REALT Y 

(718) 370-8800 


MORTGAGES 


H BANCO POPULAR 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
5216 Fifth Avenue 
Brooklyn, New York 11220 

Tel: (718) 567-0604 
Fax: (718) 567-0274 


Ronald Bislig 

Residential Mortgages 

We lend in all 50 States 

Email: rbislig@bpop.com 




¥ 


AUTO DONATIONS 


A V .Vr Hi - iW i r H 1 JJVil 1 fF? 


DQhHiVfUl tJTl 
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AGENTS & 
BROKERS 


Don't Lose Your Home 

Speak to an experienced 
real estate broker. 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


Fortune 

Financial 

Acquisition of all types of 
real estate. Close in 30 
Days. 

Contact Ash Williams 
(212) 355-5300 ext 308 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

Renovated 2 Bedroom Apt in 6 
17th Ave. & 76th Street. $1 100/mo 

(718) 259-5647 
(646) 773-1216 


Bensonhurst 

1 st fir 1 BR Apt can be converted to 
a 2 BR. Living Room, Dining Room, 
EIK. Apt Newly Renov. Hardwood 
Floors. Beautiful. A MUST SEE. 
$1200/mth. 

Call (718) 946-2098 


Clinton Hill 


$1900 w/balcony & $1800 w/out. 

Call agent (646) 404-2964 


Fort Greene 


Sunny, 


right, 3 fir walkup, IB 
Shower, no tub, electric & gas n 
included. No smoking. No pe 
Owner occupied pvt house. Re 
$1600. 

Call (91 7) 776-4014 


Apartments, Sublets 
8c Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms ; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


MI-1 Industrial Lofts For Rent 

Full floors, 4,300 SF available 
for light industrial, commer- 
cial or artistic uses. Live only 
or Live-work NOT available. 
Additional info and contact 
at: 

www.marathonlofts.com 


Park Slope 

,000 sq ft + rear garden, and fgl 
jasement. Suitable for office, art stu 
iio, retail store. Asking $2500/mo. 

(718) 768-4920 
or (917) 559-0007 


Park Slope 

Professional Space for Share. Park 
Slope South Brooklyn. 1000 sq ft 
Available. NO RETAIL. Build to suit. 
Currently contractor space. Reno- 
vations in Process. A Must See. Call 
Mr. B @ (917) 202-2660. (CORRECT- 
ED PHONE NUMBER!) 


HOUSES 


Bay Ridge 

Sun flooded brick home. Oversized 6 
rooms, high ceiling. Lovely Oak 
woodwork, Chefs kitchen. 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 baths. King-size Master 
bedroom. Walk-in closet, WOOD- 
BURNING FIREPLACE. Private deck 

PRICE CLASHED: $725,000. 

Mr. Chalbis 
Alpine Realty 

(718) 238-1788 « 0 


Bay Ridge 

For Sale by owner. Open House - New on 
market. Sunday, April 23, 12-4pm. 330 
101st St., #35 E, Bay Ridge, Bklyn, 11209. 
2BR, 2 bath co-op, 2 terraces, MIC, parking 
available, 1 block to NYC bus & Shore Rd. 
Bridge views. Asking 409K. 

Call (917) 855-0136 


.-story c 


Fully n 

attached brick home on tree-lined block. 
Two large bedrooms, one smaller bedroom 
converted to a walk-in closet. Two wood- 
burning fireplaces, modern kitchen and 
bath. Large backyard w/wood deck. 
Finished basement w/separate entrance. 
Asking $750K. Call Agent 646-256-6105. 


For Sale / Staten Island 


Sunnyside, SI 

n House Sun 11 -2pm. 80 La Bau A v 


(917) 575-7657 / (718) 556-0166 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME HEALTH 

Immediate Openings 

RNs 

Full Time, Fee-For-Service - CHHA & LTC 

1-2 years med/surg and prior home care experience 
required. Brooklyn - Weekday and Weekend visits. 

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package. For 
detailed job descriptions and to apply online, please 
visit us at: www.svcmc.org or send your resume to: 

afeinstein@svcmcny.org or fax 212-356-4726. 


W 


Saint Vincent 
Catholic Medical Centers 

Comprehensive caring 


OPEN HOUSE! 

Wednesday, April 26, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

2027 Emmons Ave, Brooklyn 
For directions call (718) 891-7552 

Begin a successful career with the company that has taught millions of 
revolutionary weight loss program that helps our clients finally lose the 


sales career opportunities available in our SHEEPSHEAD BAY, BAY 
RIDGE, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS & STATEN ISLAND locations. 

MANAGEMENT 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 


I line of supplements & vital 


to keep our clients motivatec 
lunication & phone skills a mus 
lent earning opportunity + grea 


If you are unable to attend we still want to hear from you! 
Call (800) 264-6534, fax (888) 699-0210 or e-mail 
newyork-careers@weightloss.com. EOE 


LONGTERM CARE 

BISHOP MUGAVERO CENTER 

Director of Nursing Services 

BS, 5 years experience and excellent leadership skill a must, 
MS preferred. Knowledge of MDS, PRI, CMS and NYS DOH 
regulations required. Experience in labor and budget 


HOLY FAMILY HOME 
Nursing Supervisor 

Five years nursing practice experience with a minimum of two 
years in a leadership role required. Nursing Home exp also 
required. Brooklyn, F/f evenings. llpm-7am or 3pm-llpm. 

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package. For 
detailed job descriptions and to apply online, please visit us 
at: www.svcmc.org or send your resume to: 

afeinstein@svcmcny.org or fax 212-356-4726. 


k wS Catholic Medical Centers 

I / Comprehensive caring 


The new state of the art, RS^MBK at the Slope 
facility is now serving the needs of your 
entrepreneurial spirit. 

The same spirit that has made RE/MAX 
the industry leader we are today. 

RE/MAX links a fair and equitable 
brokerage management system with 
a powerful brand, extensive support 
services including the strongest 
national advertising for 
brand name recognition. 


We pay the highest percentage, 

95% of earned commissions to our agents. 
That’s the highest payout in the industry. 


For further information, call: Lorraine Ferretti at 1-800-543-9217. 
Nobody in the world sells more real estate than R60MRK 



Outside Sales 




t. Candi- 


Brooklyn's 
ing ad spc 


tors, enthusiastic, self motivated, and 
enjoy working outdoors. Competitive 

Our newspapers are market leaders, 
and our sales reps have realized high 
earnings. 

Tele-Sales 


and legal professionals 


tal and vacation. Our classified sec- 
tion is hot and our reps have achieved 
high earnings. We're the only New 

home improvement classified section. 

Call Celia at The Brooklyn 
Papers, (718) 834-9350 


Office Manager 

Allstate Insurance Co. seeks 
office manager for Bay Ridge 
location. P & C license pre- 
ferred but not req. Call Sam 
or Lucy between 2-4pm: 

(718) 259-2800 wis 


Admin Asst/Recept 

Two F/T positions for general 
office work in D’town Bklyn area. 
Must have computer skills, orga- 
nizational abilities, and pleasant 
phone manner. Fluent Spanish a 
+. Fax resume to RF at: 

(718) 522-5280 


Tennis Coaches 


USPTA/PTR CERT A+. We train. Pay 
commensurate with experience. 
www.nyjtl.org or call (718) 786-7110, 
fax (718) 786-7635. EOE. 


Bookkeeper 

Williamsburg, min 5 years A/R 
experience in food industry. Fax 
resume w/salary history. 

(718) 456-7699 


Speech - Lang. Path. 

Conducts speech & language treat- 
. MS - SLP; NYS 


Substitute 

Teachers 

No license nec. but must have 
exp. in pre-school classroom and 
have warm, loving nature. Call 
betw. 10am - 3:30pm. (718) 
230-5255. 


To advertise in 

iTVooklyn 

^ papers 

CLASSIFIEDS 

please call 

(718) 834-9350 


SERVICES & MERCHANDISE 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Call (718) 510-3692 


Bed & Breakfast 


Art Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

€w/Uom> (718) 434-7628 

See us at 

www.honeysbedandbreakfast.com 


Computers 


Global Network 
Solutions 

www.gnetsol.net 917-204-9011 
MCSE/CNE/CCNA/CCSE CERTIFIED 


Repair/Upgrade Computer: 


Computers 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


free phone consultation. 

718-368-DATA 

(3282) 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


charlessibirsky.com 

718-768-3804 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 


apy, Sculptures, outdoor water fountains. 
All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 

STOOP SALE - Sunday, April 23rd, 
noon - 5pm. 526 Carlton Ave., 
Prospect Heights. Everything from 
clothes & household items to col- 
lectibles and more. A16 

Apt. Sale. Tables, beds, lamps, 
dressers, couch, Xmas decorations & 
more. 4/22/06 from 10am-2pm @ 
2040 21st Drive, Bell 1A (Bay 25th 
bet. Cropsy & Shore Pkwy). (718) 
809-5211. A16 


Merchandise Wanted 


ML Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

IP LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


■SO!® ® 

ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


YOUR COURT STREET LAWYER 

Filing a Small Claims Case 



involving the recovery of moneys does not have the power to 
owed not exceeding $25,000 (for make anyone do anything. For 



a/ civil practice in Brooklyn Heights. He may be reached at 
(718) COURT-ST or RichKlass@courtstreetlaw. com for any 



FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

• Child Support • Custody 
• Paternity • Maintenance • Visitation 
• Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary - Newsletters - AND MORE! 


FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 


Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 433-6633 Suffolk (631) 854-0857 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Graft P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Are you 



FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1 - 800 - 479-6330 


111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICES LOCATED IN 

Brooklyn • Queens • Manhattan • Staten Island 

(718) 210-4738 

PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 


Immigration ^ - 



(718) 717-0956 


LANDLORD-TENANT Matters 

• Closings • Bankruptcy 
• Low-interest mortgages 
• Free consultation 

David E. Brookstone 

718-643-0006 

32 Court Street, #1107 
www.davidbrookstoneatty.com 


REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 



Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 

Over 1 0 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

(718] 230-1234 

261 4th Ave. in Park Slope 



EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 

Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 

i ff "We fight hard for you!" 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


a. 


(718) 268-7878 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


“S#( e ] o® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718 - 435-9055 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


lot buy 

Martin della Paolera 

architect 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 1 1217 

TEL (71 8) 596-2379 

FAX (71 8) 596-2579 
EMAILfelix63@aol.com 


Bathrooms & Tile 


ONE DAY 
BATH SOLUTIONS 

Expert bathtub and tile 
reglazing, restores like new! 
OR 

Let us put a brand new tub 
and wail over your old. 


ST, John 
^ Costelloe 

ibing and Tile Work. Toilets, 


Fax #(718) 987-3935 




Installations of 
All Ceramic Tile, 
Marble, etc. 


1 b 


Custom 
y> Comme, 



Cleaning Services 


M'iHurpliy's iHaittsIl 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1065708 




rojeci 


Construction 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


J & R Construction 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 
of interior renovations 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HIC1099974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 

A.K. Azad Cons. Co. 


Interior/Exterior Painting 

(917) 519-4476 • (917) 674-1673 




BERGEL DESIGN 
BUILDERS CORP. 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 
Total Apt. Renovations 

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Piping 

FREE ESTIMATES 

LIC # 1200326 Insured 

Sergey (646) 591-6056 
Dmitri (718) 669-0898^ 

Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 
Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 


Total Property Services , Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

212 - 678-6122 

Dorothy 

Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 
Windows-Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 
Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

646-261-3267 a2 

STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

Kitchens • Bathrooms 
Tiling • Painting 
Plastering • Sheetrock 
Electrical • Basements 
Replacement Windows 
Woodflooring • Closets 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 

MAXIMUM 

Construction Works, Corp. 
Brownstone Specialist 


Roofing & Waterproofing 
Kitchens & Baths 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES mm 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 


Sound Improvements 
Sound Investments " 


SoundProof _ , 

your 2-family home. 

avallone interiors, inc. 
718-499-4820 soundimprovementsnyc.com 



JOSEPH PRESTIA 

jPT HEATING & MECHANICAL 


GAS BOILERS • WATER HEATERS • BATHOOM COMPLETELY REMODELED 
ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS • BOILER REWIRING & TROUBLE SHOOTING 
H.I.C. LIC.#802801 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Contractors II Exterminators 


Chris Mullins 
General Contracting 


71 8-276-8558 AW3 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 



ing, track lighting , viol, 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


ALECTRAinc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


TERMITE, RODENT & INSECT 
CONTROL SPECIALISTS 
Residential • Commercial 
"Safest Methods Used" 

USA EXTERMINATORS 

718-832-0900 

A Service Company -.=a£Lt :_ \ 
You Can Depend On 




* 

I 


Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


ABSOLUTE 

DEATH 


“Our Name Says It All” 
24 Hour Service 
Rodents Sp 



AbsoluteDeathExterminators.com 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPE OF FENCES 

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC, 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, 

NEW Eon Fence 
Many Styles To Choose From 


Floor Maintenance 


- Act Thors - 

floor installation. Borders & patterns, 
tions, plastering & painting. 

(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES ^5 

D 8c K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


Fully Gi 


1 of lamette floor! 
sd. 7 Days Service 

718-720-2555 


dig 

gardening'—^ 

design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens &? containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


Gardening 


i J“IT’S SPRING” 

Wake up Your Garden 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Ci 

^■Harc 


Garden Design - Installation - Maintenance 

Kelly Boyle 
718-554-1589 


Handyman ED 

Painting <& Fix It 
Reasonable Rates 
Quality Work 
Brownstone Experience 

(917) 478-6730 


Brownstone Brooklyn Only 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Interior Design 


VIRTUALLY RENOVATE 

your home within a week. 
View the experience at 

designbyphoto.com 


M.Locksmith2fl-7.com 

1 -888-MY-LOCK-FIXED 
(888-695-6253) 


Movers (Licensed) 


Bravo Moving 

718-234-5194 

www.bravomoving.com 

DOT#T36571 ICC#512516 


M. 


Lcuntaln in« vers 


Fencing 

1 

everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-1 2094 • Local/Long Distance 

1 

Plastering 


718-544-1973 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

and Reliable 9 P 

2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 


Call (718) 339-2295 

ICC #447103 A16/3a 


Movers (Licensed) 




(Ve do last minute jobs! 
Expert packers 

TOP HAT MOVERS 


Painting 


Finest Quality 
Painting 

Marvin Rosenberg 
Reasonable Rates 

718 260 9419^ 


fl»n»l Finishing Touch 

^ PAINTING 

KBS OWNER OPERATED 
"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paperhanglnc 
F STUM 7£S / HILLY INSURED 

www.jplnteriors.com 

718 . 522.3534 

W35/38/42/29-24 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


718-921-6176 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable <& Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371*7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


~=i 

Free Estimate ^ 

718-439-7309 


Painting & Wallpapering 

Wallpaper, Borders, Plastering 


(V 

- La 


Professional 

ainting 


Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper remova 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Satisfaction Guar. 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 

ustom Design & Restoratior 


Larry Harrington 

Plumbing & Heating Corp 
Park Slope Office 

Over 30 Years Experience 
Lic#1 853 Insured 

Cell 917-620-1571 
Office 718-438-1604 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

* Fully Licensed & Insured * 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 






* Reasonable Rates * 

* All Work Guaranteed * 

* 24/7 Emergency Service * 

(718) 273-1388 

LIC#1971 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 8r Drain Cleaning 
«* m Plumbing H B 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Movers (Licensed) 


OFFICIAL MOVING 
(dp STORAGE, INC. 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
MOSTWRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CAR US 



• NO CHARGE Fo 

• NO CHARGE Fo 

Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 
/ Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 



Sleep under ‘the starsevery night. .in your own bedroom! 

' www.starscapesfx.cbm/NYC , 

Call Toll Freel (866) 829-7504 


StarScape! 


Piping 


L.J. Low Cost Piping & Heating 

Bath Tubs • Water Heaters • Toilets 
Kitchen Sinks • Boilers • Heating Problems 

SAVE WATER! SAVE MONEY! 

parts. OR 20% DISCOUI& on all drain clcarTcmcc. PP 

SI Professional - Reliable - Affordable - Warranty on all Jobs 

Mr. James (718) 953-8787 / (917) 601-0014 AE20 


Stairs 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



ARNOLD’S TREE CUTTING 

• Pruning • Stump Grinding • Planting 

FREE ESTIMATES • 1 5 Years Experience 

City Permits Obtained • Prompt Storm Service 

(718) 463-7829 Cell (917) 807-7316 


Plumbing II Rubbish Remova 


TOP DOG 


SPECIALIZING 
IN RADIANT HEAT 

Boiler & Hot Water Heaters 
Installed & Serviced 
NYC Boiler Inspections 
24 hr. Emergency Service 

Licensed & Insured 
Lic#2025 

(718) 821-0149 


Franco Belli 
Plumbing & Heating 

Residential • Commercial 
Brownstone Specialist 
Quality Reliable work 
25yrs Experience 
References Available 
No Job too Small or too Big 
Lic#338 • Insured • Bonded 
Sprinkler Lic#s 291 B & 774A 

Call (718) 965-4977 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 


718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


BENSON HOME IMPROVEMENT AND ROOFING 

13 Year Guarantee 

Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 

All Types Siding & Roofing 


(718) 382-4449 aa 


UII.I.IU.B.1J..I.L'LII 


O l 

Ri 




Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commeree 
■*rompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

CELL 917-416-8322 
th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Brownstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493 2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 
djaysrubrem@netzero.com 


917-533-8306 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 


Upholstery 


O : “ = 

• New foa 
fP ft ■ Window Treatments 

Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 

removers and finishes. Careful consid- 






























































